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2018 MRS’s toy run display Coffee at the Par3 Golf course 

cafe 

  August  2021  Number 625 Post Office Box 453, Marden, 5070 South Australia  

           

3rd October 2021—20th Swapmeet preparations commencing, volunteers required.  

 
 

4th October 2021—VVMCCSA 65th anniversary rally at Mannum. 

 

 

Subscription are now due.  
 

Members can pay at meetings, or direct debit then advise my email to the Secretary 

secretary@vvmccsa.org.au  of your payment and club number please. 

 

4th October 2021 

Brian presenting Terry Rowe 

with ‘Life Membership’. 
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     THE VETERAN & VINTAGE MOTORCYCLE CLUB OF SOUTH AUSTRALIA INCORPORATED. 
 

The Club was formed in 1956, the first of its kind in Australia, with the object of Preserving, Restoring and using Veteran, Vintage  
and Post Vintage Motorcycles. 
 

Membership is open to all and owning a suitable machine is not a pre-requisite. 
 

Machines must be at least 30 years old in the current year to be eligible for Club Events 
 

The Club has a strong family orientation and features many social activities as well as Runs and technical help. 
 

The Club meets on the second Tuesday of each month in the Payneham RSL Club, 360 Payneham Road, Payneham   
commencing at 8.00 p.m. 
 

Annual Fees are due by the 30th June each year.  A joining fee of $15.00 is applicable to new members. 
 

The Annual Subscription is $40.00 to all members city and country.  

 

If you require magazine to be posted to you, an additional $25.00 is required (postage to Country members is free). 
Email option of Smoke Signal is available – contact the editor. 

Club Web Page - www.vvmccsa.org.au email secretary@vvmccsa.org.au 
 

Life Members - This in an honour of prestige, awarded to members for meritorious service to the club of ten or more years. 

WALLY WOOLLATT †      FRANK JARVIS  †    GARNET PONTIFEX †   KEITH HARRIS †            CLEM EVANS † 
TED WEBSTER 1975 †       LESLIE JONES 1982      RAY MANN  1983 †       KEVIN SULLIVAN 1984       ALBY (POP) HILL 1985 †  
DEAN GOVAN  1986     PETER GRACE 1987 ROBERT HILL  1989            DAVID RADLOFF 1990  JEFF SCHAEFER 1992 
LAURIE LEIBHARDT 1994 †  GARY JOLLY 1997  TOM BENNETT 1999 †   COLIN PAULEY 2005    IAN BALDOCK 2009 
RON TRUSCOTT 2010 †      ROB SMYTH 2011  BOB GILL 2012  NEIL CAUST 2013     PAUL KNAPP 2014 † 
BOB TILBROOK 2018      BRIAN FORTH 2019 BRIAN KUERSCHNER 2020 TERRY ROWE 2021   

      2021—2022 Committee. 
  PRESIDENT.                              Brian Forth  0409 514 213   secretary@vvmccsa.org.au 
  VICE PRESIDENT.                      Brian Kuerschner 0418 854 565 
   SECRETARY.    Bill Lorimer   0411 544 353  secretary@vvmccsa.org.au 
  TREASURER.    Terry Rowe  0402 082 509  
  CLUB CAPTAIN.   Ian Hese   0409 083 436  
  LIBRARIAN.    John Deacon 0417 565 882 

  RECORDS OFFICE.   Robert Elliott 0415 697 162  
   MAGAZINE & EDITOR   Brian Forth,   0409 514 213  secretary@vvmccsa.org.au 

  COMMITTEE.   Daryl Rosser  0419 817 745    
       Greg Paterson  0404 934 246   
       Lyndon Rogers  0428 112 259 
       Lisa Davidson. 0487 898 301 
       Michael Griffin  0439 039 904  
 

  Membership officer  Brian Forth  0409 514 213 
  Club Regalia Officer.  Greg Paterson  0404 934 246 
  Printer.     Trevor Cooke C/ MTA; 0400 447 952 
  Smoke signal distributors.         Brian Forth and Bill Lorimer. 

 

  Approved Persons– East  1. Brett Mitchell (East)      0438 379 788    secretary@vvmccsa.org.au 

       South  2. Phil Jenner (South)       0407 397 445  
       West   3. Ian Rounsevell (West)    0412 708 410 

       North East 4. Paul Carroll (North East)  0437 771 821  
       South 5. Jane Clarke. (South)      0409 239 076. 

  Swap Meet committee– Bill Lorimer, Brenton Roy, Ian Rounsevell, and Dimitri Economos. 

 

http://www.vvmccsa.org.au/
mailto:secretary@vvmccsa.org.au
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      Presidents report. 

Members. 

From Tuesday nights AGM, I welcome the following to the 2021-2022 

committee. Brian Kuerschner as Vice President and Michael Griffin as a 

general member. Rob Elliott will be records officer and publicity officer. 

Wayne Lawson along with Bob Gill decided to retire, thankyou both for 

your service. I also show appreciation to Bill Lorimer to continue as 

‘Acting Secretary’ until a member volunteers? 

  

At the recent AGM, I had the pleasure of awarding ‘Life Membership’ to 

Terry Rowe member #289 . Terry joined VVMCCSA in very early 1970’s and 

had his first club rally on 17 November 1972 (see photo) on his Raleigh C31 which 

he still rides. From then on, Terry was heavily involved in clubs social activities  

especially at Christmas days where he took members children for a ride in the  

Raleigh outfit. Terry’s continued his involvement on numerous anniversary rallies 

as Treasurer, committee person or general helper and designed 

several anniversary rally logos.  

Terry also rode the clubs ‘Bucking Bronco’ with success.  

Terry then in August 2010 was elected as the club’s Treasurer  

a position he still occupies to the present time with distinction. 

The handsome gent driving his windmill was originated by Leslie 

Jones for the cover of the Smoke Signal and was used to       

promote the 30th Anniversary Rally.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          

 Brian Forth. President.      

       Appreciation letter. 

Hi Brian. Please place attached written document in your next newsletter - proves I read 

Smoke Signal. Loved the article on your 40th Rally. Also attached photo of David Dumble    

at 2018 Maryborough Rally - older bloke of the two in the photo. Bloody cold here in             

Melbourne. Cheers—John Cox.  

“VETERAN MOTORCYCLES IN AUSTRALIA” Last Months Book of the Month. 

 

Your article on P26 of the July Smoke Signal on Dave Dumble’s book states he was associ-

ated with the Vintage motorcycle Club of Victoria for ten years. And so he was in 1974 

when his book was published. 

 

Well David is still associated with the VMCC of Vic and has been for 57 years. David comes to all our meet-

ings. It was he and the late Warren Hicks who met at the house of a chap selling old bikes and thought it 

would be a good idea to form a club. David placed an advert in the Age newspaper and they held a meet-

ing at a house in Footscray on 7th Feb 1964 and so the VMCC was formed. 

 

David had arrived in Australia by riding from the UK through Europe and Asia to Singapore on a Matchless 

500cc outfit. After landing and spending time in Perth he acquired an ex army Indian outfit and headed for 

Victoria.  

John Cox  Editor VMCC of Victoria. 

 

  

 

Members direct debit to VVMCCSA subs  

 WestPac Bank  BSB 735 006 

 Account number  071368 

 

Subscription city & country —$40.00. 

Postage of magazine extra—  $25.00. 
 

State your Name and membership Number 

***Mention subscriptions when paying. 

Email when paid secretary@vvmccsa.org.au 

Members—if you discover a date error, an omission of a 

club event or something that need clarification?  

PLEASE email with the issue or problem to me at  

secretary@vvmccsa.org.au or a personal contact so 

the problem can be solved. Brian Forth, the Editor.       
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BOOK OF THE MONTH 
“BROOKLANDS AND BEYOND” 

        Published in 1974      V & V library No.109. 

The title tells it all. The book has many numerous 

anecdotes described by the author Charles Morti-

mer beginning pre second world war until the mid-

dle 70s. There are only four pages of black and 

white photographs with twenty chapters of good reading. 

Contact John Deacon on 0417 565 882 or at club meetings. 

20th Motorcycle only Swap Meet        

Sunday 3rd Oct 2021—Balhannah 
 

Bill Lorimer (Swapmeet coordinator) will 

soon be asking for volunteers. 

We have 320 members and few regularly 

support our event. Members, please  

consider and be prepared to volunteer to 

help and support us at our event.  

Volunteers receive egg & bacon roll and 

coffee or tea. 

Bill Lorimer. Co-ordinator 
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                                 VVMCCSA General Meeting 774, Tuesday 13th July 2021. 

 

Brian Forth chaired the meeting.          

Welcome to Members and Visitors—nil. 

Who Are We. Ted Webster on his eggbeater Douglas. The person in the white overalls and flat cap is Ray 

Mann, others in the photo cannot be identified. 

Minutes of the last meeting presented as printed in the Smoke Signal, no corrections or alterations .                    

Acceptance moved by Ian Haywood. Seconded by John Deacon. Carried. 

Treasurers Report presented by Terry Rowe, no questions or corrections.                                                                        

Acceptance moved by Brian Kuerschner. Seconded by Rob Smyth. Carried. 

New Members. One application received from Rodger Ellis. 

Correspondence. 

1/ Quote for Xmas Dinner received from Aussie Ripper Roast                                                            

2/ Numerous internal emails between committee members. 

3/ Westpac Bank Statements.                                                                                                    

4/ Logbooks for processing and members Subs, and one letter and poster returned.                       

Publications Received. The Throttle Lever from Newcastle.                                                                                           

Acceptance moved by Rob Elliott. Seconded by Richard Kretschmer. Carried. 

Club Captain—Runs Rides and Events.                                                                                        

Ian Hese gave an overview of past events since the last meeting.                                                                         

Future events.                                                                                                                              

1/ Sunday 18th. Ride in Visit to the Police Historic Museum at Thebarton Barracks.                                                  

2/ 5th August, Midweek Ride from Tea Tree Gully Hotel.                                                                                                                

3/ 7th August. Coffee Morning at How the Focaccia.                                                                                

 4/ 22nd August, Oxenberry Tiddlers Ride, details to come.                                                                                          

5/ 29th August, invitation to Victor Harbor swap club Motorcycle display at their Swapmeet.                                          

Acceptance moved by Ian Rounsevell. Seconded by Brian Kuerschner. Carried 

General Business. 

1/ Brian Forth reminded members about subscription payments and log book procedures.                 

2/ Bill Lorimer is requiring volunteers for our 20th Motorcycle only swap meet.                                                  

3/ Greg Paterson advised of a deal, get one reflective vest and a machine badge will be included.  

 

General meeting 774 business concluded. 

 

Annual General meeting commenced with Peter Allen chairperson for the meeting.                           

All position declared vacant and nominations called, with nomination forms for all positions submitted except 

Secretary. Bill Lorimer volunteered to continue in the position until a permanent Secretary is found.    

The committee is as follows.                                                                                      

President - Brian Forth, nominated and accepted.                                                                          

Vice President - Brian Kuerschner, nominated and accepted.                                                          

Secretary, no nomination, Bill Lorimer accepted the position 

as acting secretary.                                                                                                     

Treasurer - Terry Rowe, nominated and accepted.                                                                      

Club Captain, Ian Hese, nominated and accepted.                                                               

Librarian - John Deacon, nominated and accepted.                                                                      

Records Officer and Publicity - Rob Elliott nominated and 

accepted.                                          

Regalia officer - Greg Paterson nominated and accepted.                                                                                        

Editor and membership officer – Brian Forth, nominated 

and accepted.                                    

General committee - Lisa Davidson, Lyndon Rogers, Daryl 

Rosser and Michael Griffin, all nominated and accepted. 

 

Meeting then resumed and Brian Forth presented new Life 

Membership Certificates to Life Members present bringing 

them up to date. 

 

Brian Forth then had the pleasure to award  

’Life Membership’ to Terry Rowe for long and dedicated  

service to VVMCCSA. 

 

General Meeting and Annual General meeting closed. 

 

  Bill Lorimer ( Secretary). 
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For Sale. 
Ensign beaded edge tyres; sizes—26 x 2 1/2” @ $250.00; 26 x 3” @ $250.00; and  

28 x 3” @ $250.00 all with Michelin 21md tubes; replica Chatter-Lea hubs, spokes and 

rims; Brian Forth 0409 514 213; (ongoing). 

 

VVMCCSA club regalia—at meetings, see Greg Paterson 0404 934 246  (Club site). 
 

125mph speedo never used, good condition. John Byles 8262 3965 (July21). 

 

Villiers, 150cc engine complete for sale, Peter Allen 8117 0438 (Aug21). 
 

Matchless motorcycle leather gloves. A pair of with inscription of, Bailey & co, Glastonbury, 1942, size 

8.5. Contact Nipper Kuerschner 0418 854565 or nipper.nipper33@gmail.com (Aug21). 

 

0195 E3L-AL Lucas –Dynamo rewound armature & field coil  (set). E3L –M- LO  Lucas -   taper shaft    

dynamo & sprocket.  Lucas Magneto - Squat base-anti clockwise  Oct 1935. Lucas Voltage Regulator, early 

type 6volt. Lucas Voltage Regulator. Later type 6volt. 0197/8 - 2 litre tin of various control levers. Jeff 

Schaeffer 08-8298 6927 (Aug21). (email sent out with photos). 

 

Wanted.                                                                                         

Elliott bicycle of 1920’s wanted to display with my 1923 Elliott Payneham motorcycle. 

Brian Forth 0409 514 213 (ongoing). 

 

 1920’s Harley Davidson “W” model handle bar wanted and required a kick start assembly, and 

anything else lying around for this model. Colin Behn 0407 070 287 (Aug21).                                                                     

Veteran or vintage era South Australian made motorcycle or project wanted. e.g. Lewis or 

Bullock and DEANE TOSELAND vintage Bicycle. Wanted a South Australian made bike. 

Dimitri on 0411 575 805.                                                                                                                                                                                                                            

Villiers 107cc 4 speed gearbox gear shift lever mounted on the kick-start shaft.   

Peter Allen 81170438.                                                                              

BSA toolboxes to suit 1937 BSA twin wanted—Bruce Colwell 0413 202 238 (July21). 

1958 James Cadet, wanted information of headlight wiring. Allan Orrock 0403 430 664 

(July21).                                                                                                                

Lucas E3 h dynamo wanted for a Panther. Ian Haywood 0487 236 185 (July21).           

Wanted -26 x 2 inch wheels (or parts) or tyres, girder fork yokes (light weight), 2 - 3 

speed pre unit gear box; Villiers 147 cc (or smaller) pre 1944 engine (or parts), flat 

tank.  Colin Solomon csresp@gmail.com Via Brian Forth (Jul21). 

Trojan motor required. I have the frame, need a motor, Simon 

GORE 0407 783 868 (Aug21). 

 

Maico 400 Typhoon parts, wanted, does anyone know of or 

have spare parts for Maico, that I can copy or purchase. Geoff 

Thompson 08/82981828 or 0439 399 881 (Aug21). 
 

                     
 

FOR SALE – 

BEST OFFER 
Library surplus, we are offering this book for sale 

offers to be received on or  before the 09 August 

2021. Offers to the Librarian (John Deacon) be-

fore the above date at a meeting or by phone,  

0417 565 882. 

                                       Buy, Sell and Swap_______________________                                                
Please Note ads will run for two issues unless requested otherwise. If your item is sold before the second 
issue, please advise the Editor. Full name of Seller, Registration Number &/or Engine number MUST be 
provided, otherwise add cannot be printed. Deadline is the one week prior to each General Meeting. 

Members wishing to use the club trailer are to contact me and make arrangements to 

collect. If you volunteer as ‘back-up trailer’ on a club run, call to arrange collection 

along with vests and first aid box. Brian Forth 0409 514 213. 

Members and friends—John Moss of Wallaroo 

is a new advertiser and sponsor to the Smoke 

Signal.  

If you require that assistance on restoration or 
work on your motorcycle, please make contact. 

mailto:nipper.nipper33@gmail.com
mailto:csresp@gmail.com
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     Club Runs & Events. 
All members/visitors participating in Club Runs MUST lodge a Rally Entry Form with the Club Captain  

before the event.  This ensures that you are covered for Third Party Property and Public Risk from home, on 

the Run and return to home. This is a Club requirement. Do not forget to fill out your Historic Registration 

Logbook before leaving home and always carry that logbook every time you go riding.  

This is a legal requirement. Enquiries to Club Captain— Ian Hese 0409 083 436 .  

 

 
 
 

August 2021. 

5th  Midweek ride—Tea Tree Gully hotel, leaving 10am—destination on the day. 

7th  Coffee morning, How The Focaccia Hindmarsh 9:15am. 

10th  General Meeting 775, 8pm Payneham RSL Club rooms. 

19th  4th Veteran mid week ride—10am from Federation Park in Gumeracha 

22nd** Oxenberry Tiddler ride, 10am start. (Willunga swap meet on the 15th our normal club ride day). 

29th  Victor Harbor Swapmeet display, CANCELLED. 

31st   Tuesday—Committee meeting, 7.30pm, Goodwood Community Centre. 

 

Setpember2021.                                                                                                                                         

2nd    Midweek ride— Tea Tree Gully Hotel leaving 10.00am, destination unknown.                                                    

4th  Coffee morning, How The Focaccia Hindmarsh 9:15am.                                                               

14th  General meeting 776 - 8.00pm at Payneham RSL clubrooms.                                                  

16th    5th Veteran mid week ride—10am, Federation Park in Gumeracha.                                                                                          

19th** Ride location to be advised.                                                                                             

26th  Bay to Birdwood run. VVMCCSA individual involvement.               

28th  Tuesday—Committee meeting, 7.30pm Goodwood community centre. 

October 2021. 

2nd   Coffee morning, How The Focaccia Hindmarsh 9:15am. 

3rd—10th Festival of motorcycling, a week of rides, displays and social events.  

3rd   20th ‘Motorcycle only Swap Meet’ at Balhannah Oval. 

4th   VVMCCSA ‘65th Anniversary Rally’ at Mannum. 

12th  General Meeting—Meeting 777, 8pm Payneham RSL Club rooms. 

17th** Club ride to be announced. 10am start. 

21st   6th Veteran mid week ride—10am from Federation Park in Gumeracha. 

26th  Tuesday—Committee meeting at 7.30pm, Goodwood Community Centre. 
 
 

 

Note  - If you are feeling unwell stay at home. If you have symptoms, come forward and get test-

ed even if you only have mild symptoms like a cough. Stay isolated at home until you get your test 

results, or are medically cleared. You can help stop the spread of COVID-19. 

  ** denotes club points on runs & ride events** 

Historic Registration. Please ensure you contact approved members below for any historic  

vehicle registration enquiries and log book endorsements.   

Enquiries to— Brett Mitchell—(East) 0438 379 788.  Phil Jenner—(South) 0407 397 445.   

   Ian Rounsevell—(West) 0412 708 410.  Jane Clarke. (South) 0409 239 076  

   Paul Carroll (North East) 0437 771 821  

  SWAP MEETS - Any new dates or swap meets please advise editor,  
 

Some swap meets are CANCELLED check yourself to see if still on 
 

HAHNDORF-     UNKNOWN 2021  VICTOR HARBOR  CANCELLED 

 BALLARAT –  UNKNOWN 2021  SA Rod & Custom—Kilburn ? CANCELLED 2021

 CLARE–    UNKNOWN March 2021 WOODSIDE –14th  March 2021 

 NARACOORTE   CANCELLED May 2021 SEDAN –  UNKNOWN June 2021 

 KAPUNDA-   23rd May 2021    Kadina 13th June 2021 

WILLUNGA –   15th August 2021  GAWLER - 19TH September 2021 

VVMCC MOTORCYCLE ONLY   3rd Oct 2021 STRATHALBYN – Cancelled September 2021

 BENDIGO –  CANCELLED  

GAWLER Motorcycle expo - UNKNOWN Nov 2021   

Back-up trailer is required every run—Every ride has to be covered, please contact Brian FORTH 

to nominate.   Reimbursement of $60 for petrol money. 

Covid-19 regulations could 

change or alter a club event. 
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A BIRD’S EYE VIEW OF THE MONGOLATA RUN…From Smoke Signal, Dated June 1979 
 

How’s our luck! The weather was with us again. Five motorcycles and their followers left Gepps Cross at 

about 9.30am on the Saturday and travelled North to our first stop at Gawler. No lost sheep and no trou-

bles. Some “Modern Bikies” were very interested in the “Oldies”. Next stop was Tarlee. Here we met up with 

the Sullivans who had come to join us from a holiday at Blanchetown. We had morning tea and wended our 

way up to Clare for lunch. While dining in the Clare Caravan Park we were joined by Dean Govan and Alan 

Webster and their families. Seems Alan had a little trouble with the Triumph and was late getting started.   
 

From Clare we went on to Burra, arriving at about 3-00pm. Clem and Pauline Evans followed us down to the 

caravan park and then retired to the Kooringa Watering Hole. Wouldn’t rough it with the rest of us. Neither 

would the Roaches or the Keegans. They had one of Paxton’s Cottages. There wasn’t much room up with 

the caravans so the Sullivans and the Joneses moved down to the lower park across the creek. After pitch-

ing tents and setting up caravans the menfolk all went looking for wood for the night’s bonfire. 
 

I think for kids the word “creek” has magic in it. It wasn’t long before the fishing lines were out and Richard 

Govan was racing around looking for worms. I don’t think they had much luck though. Too many ducks on 

the water keeping the fish population down.  

 About this time we were joined by some members of the newly formed Veteran and Vintage Motorcycle 

Club of Broken Hill. These were: Mark Keenan- 1975 BMW, Don Moody- 1968 BMW, Bill Hepburn- 1948 Ariel 

and Lou Phillips who drove a Datsun Ute as a back up van. 
 

After tea, we were joined by the rest of the mob. We popped corn, roasted marshmallows and swapped 

yarns until the children wore out, and then it was off to our respective beds for a well-earned sleep. 
 

Sunday dawned, and, after a hearty breakfast we paid a visit to the caravaners on the other side of the 

creek. We were amazed at how comfortable the grace family was in a flash motorcycle trailer, even had an 

electric radiator. At about 8-00am Dave and Joyce Birrell and Socksy arrived. They had left Adelaide at 

about 4-00am. Now, that’s what I call KEEN! 
 

Then it was time for Bob to fire up his Harley and ride into the town square to meet up with the other in-

trepid riders for the jaunt out to the mines. Alas and Alack! Only one other turned up - Nev Roach on his 

A.J.S. - the rest all chickened out! The rest of the V&V that is, the Broken Hill boys all made it. 
 

On arrival at the mines, we were joined by Terry and Shirley Rowe and friends who had driven up from Ade-

laide that morning. We were met by our host, Kevin Hillary, and, after showing us a small gold nugget 

worth over $800, some maps of the area, and telling us some of the history, we all set off to walk to the 

battery - about half a mile. Along the way we passed the Olive Grove. Apparently when wasn’t much gold, 

the miners decided to plant olives and make some extra money. Unfortunately, due to lack of water, the 

trees grew beautifully but didn’t fruit. All was not lost however. The miners took the green olive wood and 

‘turned’ is into something beautiful and, when it had dried and hardened, they sold it. I don’t think they 

made any great fortune. 

 

When we were almost at the battery, we were joined by yet another family from Adelaide - Trevor and Ma-

rie Verrall and Marie’s Mum, “Nanna” Boyce. Seems “Nanna” had spent a few years in Burra at about the 

time the miners were working and she remembered quite a bit about the place. 
 

After a very interesting tale of the workings of the battery. The Broken Hill boys went back to the main 

house with Nanna Boyce in her car and had to leave for the Hill (No holiday up there on Monday). The rest 

of us climbed up hill and down dale looking at the various mines in the area. 
 

Mention must be made here of Alan and Valmai Webster. They started out wheeling young James in his 

pusher, but the terrain became to rough for that, so Valmai carried the baby and Alan carried the pusher, It 

was quite some feat. Val even carried James through one of the tunnels, probably the youngest bloke to 

ever go down one of those mines. I don’t know how she managed-in some places I was almost on my hands 

and knees scrabbling upwards. But, manage she did. I reckon she deserves a medal. 

 

Our host, Kevin, made this walk very interesting. Telling us about the restaurant that was there and the 

tennis matches and the cricket matches between rival groups of miners. They even had barn dances and 

rifle shoots. Stepnanie Roach’s parents made quite a bit of the walk but gave up  

at the last long haul. Bravo Keegans - there’s life in the old dogs yet! 

 

After lunch, Kevin offered to take us down one of the mines. The children went down about 30 feet and then 

returned. Then the blokes went down, but this time it was about 200 feet, down a rope ladder and all. Marie 

Verrall was the only woman to venture- down. She went to the top of the ladder. That was far enough she 

said. Everyone was warned not to touch the walls or the ceiling. The earth was all under stress and one 

small stone dislodged could have brought the whole lot tumbling down. In the mine they found a skeleton of 

a kangaroo, a snake and a mummified lizard, unfortunate animals that had become lost in the maze of tun-

nels. Kevin said the skeletons had been stripped by mice 
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. Mark grace was one kid who was very disappointed He was not allowed to go down the 200 foot level 

with the menfolk. It was far too dangerous for the children. Especially as Mark just happened to be car-

rying a very handy hammer in his back pocket. (Looking for samples, eh Mark?) 
 

When it was time to leave Neville and Bob took the two lone V & Vs out to the Gold battery for some 

photographs. This entailed going over some very rough terrain. Going up a hill on what was once a road 

but was now a track-cum-watercourse scattered with large irregular shaped rocks - feet off the foot-

boards to counteract any overbalance-on a solo machine equipped with foot clutch and foot brakes and 

skinny tyres- the Harley seemed to be saying “Gotcha now, you silly B…..d! Hang on or we’ll both go 

over!” Only another Vintage Harley rider could appreciate the difficulty. Of course, Neville on his Ajay, 

with all its modern accoutrements, (hand brake and hand clutch) had no trouble at all.  

 

The Roach’s and the Joneses left for Burra. BUT the rest of the crew decided to procure some more 

wood for the night’s bonfire. The above-mentioned families arrived back in Burra about 4.30pm. At 

about 6.00pm we were starting to get worried. There was no sight of the intrepid wood gatherers. They 

finally arrived about 6.30pm. The story was that, following specific directions given by Kevin Hillary, 

they had travelled North East from Mongolata and done a “Cook’s Tour” of the outback along some very 

rough property tracks. At one stage the ladies thought they were hopelessly lost. I think Dawn Schaefer 

could picture herself as a little pile of Bleached Bones out in the “Never Never”. They eventually found 

their way to Mount Bryan and returned to Burra along the bitumen. 
 

Sunday night we had another bonfire and the Roaches brought over several airpots of hot water and the 

where-with-all for making tea and coffee. This was very much appreciated. Then, once more, a lot of 

tired bodies wended there way to bed. 
 

At the present time there is a film being made in Burra. Pam Sullivan went looking for film heartthrob, 

John Waters, (she wasn’t the only one), but, alas, was disappointed.  There were very many interesting 

things going on around the place and some very interesting people to be seen. 
 

Monday morning dawned dull and threatening. The riders all turned up at the start in their waterproofs. 

This proved to be a sound move as we ran into a little drizzle between Burra and Saddleworth. It pe-

tered out after that. Alan Webster had a little with his oil pressure but the rest were trouble free as far 

as Kapunda. After that Clem Evans had Magneto problems. He made it to the Nuriootpa watering hole, 

and, while he and Pauline dined sumptuously on Escargot and Coq-au-Vin, the rest of us had fish and 

chips and sandwiches on the lawn by the old train, much to Jeff Schaefer’s delight. Trevor Verrall rode 

up to meet us at Nuriootpa. Unfortunately he missed us because the riders had elected to go at variance 

to the specified route. Clem managed to limp into Gawler where he had to leave the Ajay and return for 

it on Tuesday. Alan made it all the way back to the finish and the rest of us had no problems at all. 

This was a very good weekend and I feel sorry for those who did not join us. You certainly missed an 

interesting and happy rally.  

Les Jones. 

 

POST SCRIPT  

As you can see from the above story, 3 of the 5 riders who started at Gepps Cross, Peter Grace, Clem 

Evans and Jeff Schaefer chickened out on the ride on the dirt road to Mongolata Mine Gold Battery. 

On returning home Bob Jones decided to REWARD them! 2 large washers, 1 large nut and a small glass 

container full of grains of wheat later and, lo and behold, he had 3 trophies fit for 3 ‘chickens’. Even 

stamped with “Mongolata Chicken Award” and the date! 

On Trophy Night, with Wally Woollatt handing out trophies and Leslie Jones assisting, the three riders 

were called to the front. Wally was not sure what was going on, but an explanation from Mrs Jones soon 

put him in the picture. Our “Chickens” were each awarded their “Trophy” much to the amusement of the 

audience. 

 

As you can see from the enclosed photo one of 

those ‘chicken Awards’ has survived in the  

keeping of Jeff Schaefer. 
 

As an aside - whilst Bob Jones was riding his Harley 

out to the mine along said dirt track, up and down ruts 

from water run off and at his usual speed, he roared up 

over a hill and came across a fox by surprise. Poor fox 

was trying to get through a broken down rabbit proof 

fence. Got the shock of its life and became badly entan-

gled, head and legs going every which way. When it fi-

nally got out it shot back up the way it came with a look 

of alarm on its face and a great story to tell its foxy 

brothers.    

This was supplied by Dean Govan & Leslie Jones 
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The caravan of vehicles that followed the 40th rally 

40th motorcycle stop outside Gladstone Gaol 

40th start at Nuriootpa  

40th Rally’s end at Melba’s 
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Barry Haines report 
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1942 WD M20 BSA 
My name is Brian Bennett, member no. 176 and I 

have been a club member since about 1981 

(I think). At the time I lived in Alice Springs but now 

live in Mt Gambier hence the reason not many mem-

bers know me, I am not far from   retiring so hope-

fully that will change. 

 

This story is about my M20 which I have had for 40 

years now. 

 

It was despatched from the BSA factory 11-6-1942 

and was sent to Australia where it was stationed in 

NSW during the war. There is a gap in its history until 1952 as unfortunately the war museum records show 

its disposal sale but there is no date on the record. 

It was bought at a motorcycle shop in Brisbane in 1952 by the owners of a cattle station in outback Qld, not 

far from the NT border. They used it for mustering and general station work and in the end it was propped 

up with a belt from the back wheel driving a pump in a dam. It sat there until the end of the seventies when 

a friend of mine, also from Alice Springs, spotted it and asked if he could have it.  

He brought it back to Alice Springs and in 1981 he gave it to me. 

I was 24 at the time and although I have been involved with bikes all my life doing an actual “restoration” 

was new to me. As it turned out I didn’t actual-

ly do a restoration, if I had it would be in its 

proper military specification. Anyway I put it 

together using what parts I could get basically 

to get it going so I could ride it.  

Pictures 1 and 2 show it “as found”, picture 3 

was its first outing.  

Living in Alice Springs did present some diffi-

culties in locating parts and getting chroming 

done as everything had to be done by phone or 

mail but I managed to find what was needed to 

build it into a going bike. One part notes a 

mention, it was missing the battery box but I 

found a mint condition one at the old military 

dump which was not far out of town, couldn’t 

believe my luck when I came across it.  I lived 

in Alice Springs for another four years after 

that and rode it from time to time but not reg-

ularly.  

In 1985 I shifted to Keith and its there that it started to get a lot of use. It was my only bike for several 

years so I rode it back and forth to work everyday plus rides on weekends and any other riding during those 

years. 

Since then I have moved a couple more times but the bike has always been with me and registered most of 

the time as it is now. I have added a couple more photos of it recently. 

So I have been riding it for 40 years now and still enjoy it, I have other bikes which I also ride regularly but 

the M20 has alway been special to me. I don’t know why I like it so much, its gutless, heavy, leaks oil and 

really doesn’t have much going for it but its a great bike and I could not imagine being without it, I hope we 

both have many thousands of miles ahead of us. 

One day maybe I will restore it “properly”, to 

military spec and try and find some of the parts 

that are missing or incorrect, one day. 

Regards 

Brian Bennett (member) 
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The "modern" Lewis motorcycle: V twins and gear boxes 

In 1916, neither V twin motors nor multi-speed gears were new to Lewis. In fact both had entered the Lewis 

model line-up around 1905-6, when at least one machine was fitted with a V twin Minerva motor, and the 

NSU two-speed epicyclic gearbox, fitted to the engine shaft and operated by a coffee-grinder handle at the 

top tank rail, became a common fitment to machines across the Lewis range. In following years, new V twin 

motors came from A. W. Wall (1909) and F. E. Baker (late 1912), and alternate transmissions from Endrick 

(two speeds, mounted at the pedal bracket), and Armstrong (and possibly Sturmey Archer) who offered 

three speeds, bicycle style, inside the rear hub. 

In early 1916 the "standard low-built Lewis" was little changed from the 1914 catalogue illustration below. 

The 6 h.p. motor was effectively the proprietary Precision except that the crankcases did not carry the Preci-

sion name. Lewis never hid the fact that their motors were made in England (a badge of honour at the time), 

but they always referred to is as the "Lewis motor". 

If a customer wanted a clutch and gears - essential for sidecar service - he had the choice of the NSU two-

speed pulley or an Armstrong three-speed hub. In March 1916, Lewis paraded an entirely new model before 

the crowd at the Angaston Show, featuring at last a countershaft gear box (the well known Sturmey Archer 

CS, as used on thousands of Triumph machines from late 1914) with chain-cum-belt transmission. Although 

we have no illustration of this model, there is a survivor which was registered in April 1917 and remains to 

this day in the same family. The motor was a 6 h.p. "Lewis" (Precision), and the frame was one built almost 

entirely of Chater Lea lugs, including the Chater Lea front fork which was little changed since its first use by 

Lewis in 1910. 

Manufacturing motorcycles in war-time Australia using British components was not easy, and in April 1917, a 

year after the introduction of the Lewis 6 h.p. Countershaft Model, the Precision motor was replaced by a JAP 

of the same nominal horse power. The 6 h.p. Lewis JAP, shown below from an undated but c. April 1917 sin-

gle sheet brochure, is essentially identical to the surviving Precision-engined bike. 

A common feature of the Precision and JAP countershaft Lewis twins was the use of Chater Lea fittings and 

forks and "a special bracket fitted to the frame to carry the countershaft gear, so arranged as to give plenty 

of ground clearance for [the] gearbox". This clever but slightly crude "bracket" is distinctly different from the 

usual lug used by Australian manufacturers to mount the Sturmey Archer gear box. It mounts neatly be-

tween the standard Chater Lea rear engine mount and back fork lugs which are usually joined by a large di-

ameter tube. Two additional attachment points accept the saddle tube, and a bracing tube which arches over 

the gear box platform. Note that the lug joining the arch and the saddle tube appears identical to that used 

to attach the the lower tank directly above it. The crudeness of the finish on the lug and its uniqueness to 

Lewis frames (has anyone seen it elsewhere?) suggest local manufacture. In the absence of knowledge of 

the true inventor, I propose we attribute the design to Tom O'Grady, Vivian Lewis' "motor expert" and 25-

year "right hand man". Sadly Tom died in September 1916, six months after the distinctive lug was used for 

the first time. 

As the war continued, supply of British components all but dried up, and between September 1917 (only six 

months after the announcement of the Lewis JAP) and October 1919 no evidence has been found for manu-

facture of the 6 h.p. twin. If any were built in this period the number was likely very small indeed. In Sep-

tember 1919 Lewis announced that they were "Booking New Orders for The Famous 6 h.p. Lewis JAP twin 

cylinder, with 3-speed gear box and kick starter". Although they claimed that these "are entirely new models 

and [they] embody all the very latest improvements", the model on display at the Autumn Show in March 

1920 sounded awfully like a 1917 model: "The fittings used throughout in the manufacture of the frames are 

the well-known Chater Lea, including their magnificent patent spring forks". Perhaps it was simply the short-

age of motors - and not lugs - that halted production of Lewis twins. 

Beware, then, when trying to date the Lewis JAP motorcycle. From existing evidence it seems likely that 

those built in March-September 1917 and those built in September 1919-March 1920 may have been very 

similar indeed. Adding to the problem is that, as part of the post-war export drive, 1917 and 1918 JAP en-

gines - some stamped "WAR PRODUCT" - were sent out to Australia and fitted into new Australian-built ma-

chines in 1919 and 1920. What could be more problematic with the Australian cut-off date for the "veteran" 

era set at 31 December 1918? 

The Lewis JAP did live on beyond the sup-

ply of Chater Lea lugs, and was built in the 

period 1920 - 1922 using other lug sets 

and the almost-universal Druid front fork. 

 

 

From 

Newcastle veteran motorcycle club 
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Minutes of VVMCCSA Committee Meeting At Payneham RSL, 3/8/2021.  

 

Attendance. Brian Forth, Bill Lorimer, John Deacon, Ian Hese, Lisa Davidson, Daryl Rosser,                                             

Michael Griffin and Greg Paterson.                                                                                  

Apologies. Rob Elliott, Lyndon Rogers, Terry Rowe and Brian Kuerschner. 

 

The minutes of the last meeting were presented as printed in the Smoke Signal.                                                                       

Acceptance moved by John Deacon. Seconded by Ian Hese. Carried. 

 

Treasurer Report. There was no treasurer’s report due to the treasurer’s absence. 

 

New Members. Applications received from Rodney Currey, Steven Holmes. Jim Dornan and Roger Ellis. 

 

Correspondence.  Two Bank Statements from Westpac Bank, Registration renewal for Club Trailer.                                             

Publications. The Throttle Lever from Newcastle; The Vintage & Classic Motorcycle from the UK,                                           

Emails. There was numerous internal emails, including information to members. People seeking mem-

bership to VVMCCSA. Acceptance.              

Moved by Greg Paterson. Seconded by Lisa Davidson. Carried. 

 

Club Captain -Runs Rides and Events.  

Ian Hese provided information about the Future events.                                                                                               

1/ 23rd August, Tiddlers run at Oxenberry Winery, Tony Morisset and Southern Crew are organising.                          

2/ 20th September, a run to be held in central/eastern hills area organised by Brett Mitchell.                                       

3/ 4th October, the 65th Anniversary Mannum Ride is organised as best as we can.  Brett Mitchell will be 

submitting a Covid-19 plan.                                                                                                                                                          

4/ A review on the Festival of Motorcycling Events October 2-10th.  Festival Committee meeting tomorrow 

night 4th Aug, where there may be changes made due to COVID.                                                                                                      

5/ Ian discussed the new banners and committee confirmed that we go ahead and order 4 from the Ban-

ner Crew at Pt Adelaide, details were contained in the recent email to committee members.                                    

6/ 29th August, the Victor Harbor Swapmeet is cancelled.                                                                   

Acceptance, moved by Michael Griffin. Seconded by Daryl Rosser. Carried. 

General Business.                  

Brian Forth raised the following business.                                                                                           

1/ Secretary Position. Bill Lorimer has volunteered for the position to assist in the continuation of the 

committee and club functions until a member/person can be found? Club members are being canvassed 

to see if they are interested?                                               

2/ Acknowledge the retirement of Bob Gill and Wayne Lawson from the committee.                               

3/ Allocation and explanation of committee positions.                                                                         

4/ Publicity officer is Rob Elliott who will assist with the promotion of VVMCCSA thru the committee.         

5/ Subscriptions. There number of outstanding fees.                                                                           

6/ Log books. There are a number of members who might have not had their log books endorsed as re-

quired by the Historic Rego conditions.                                                                                              

7/ Swapmeet and volunteers. Bill Lorimer advised that it is getting close to the event and we need volun-

teers to ensure that the swap meet will be a successful event if Covid-19 restrictions are eased                                

10. Brian Kuerschner’s email of complaint about the Smoke Signal’s editorial and proof reading            

mentioned and it was discussed.                                                                                                                                       

11. John Deacon asked for the position of Librarian be included in Committee Meeting agenda.             

12. Bill Lorimer requested that he be notified of all arrangements involving the Club Swapmeet.                              

13. Bill Lorimer advised that the 2021 Christmas Dinner quote has dramatically increased and suggest we 

seek other caters. Bill and Daryl to investigate and report back. Daryl Rosser has contact with a coffee 

supplier for the Christmas Dinner, Daryl to investigate further.                                                            

14. Ian Hese made a suggestion of the possibility of guest speakers or a chat /interview at general meet-

ings to help make meetings more enjoyable.                                                                      

 Meeting closed at 7.50pm 

Bill Lorimer 

Secretary 
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THE RAA BSA.                                                                                        

For those ofyou who know of the “RAA BSA Flat Tank", it is no longer in public 
view at RAA headquarters in Richmond.  However, on 8 July 2021, Dean Govan 
and I had the privilege of a behind the scenes tour, thanks to their fleet        
manager, Trevor Busbridge.   

We knew that the RAA’s 1925 BSA model S was very similar to the 1924 BSA 
model S that Dean had recently completed restoring and we wanted to compare 
a few small details against the lovely RAA restored example for comparison.  
We left with some new ideas on how to iron out a niggly little brake issue on 
the 1924 BSA and I am pleased to say that the brake is now all sorted.      
Here are some of the photos of the RAA BSA.  

regards 

Dimitri Economos 

                           Springtime on the Murray. 
 

Enjoy the marvellous weather, scenery and motorcycle rides this spring, at Mannum on the River Murray. 

Come to Mannum this October and be part of the Veteran and Vintage Motorcycle Club of South Australia’s 

65th anniversary rally.  

To celebrate the club’s anniversary, a one-day rally will be held at the historic and picturesque river town of 

Mannum.  

 

The V&VMCC SA was founded in 1956 with the objectives of the preservation, restoration, and spreading 

interest in veteran and vintage motorcycles. Those objectives are proudly maintained to this day, 65 years 

later. The club has now grown to more than 300 members. 

 

Originally only motorcycles built before 1930 were eligible for club events. Today, membership is open to 

anyone who owns a motorcycle which is eligible for historic registration.  

 

Mannum is the birthplace of the Australian paddle-steamer and home of the stately, restored PSS Marion. 

Short cruises aboard the Marion are available. Other attractions include historic walking trails and the Man-

num Dock Museum with its interactive displays. A huge display of motorcycles is also part of the day’s en-

tertainment, with motorcycles of all types and eras represented from 30 to 120 years in age. 

 

There are two rides planned, both to be led by club captains with corner marshals providing directions. 

There’s a run of 80km for slower and older bikes and one of 100km for faster, larger or modern machines. 

Both routes take the rider along scenic roads next to the river and include ferry crossings. A back-up trailer 

is available in case of breakdowns. A BBQ lunch will be provided at the Mary Ann Reserve, where you can 

relax with your family before, after or even during, the rides. Both rides start and finish at the same loca-

tion. Trailer parking on-site is ample for ride participants and display motorcycles. 

 

The rally will be an integral part of the Festival of Motorcycling 2021. Rally entries must be made via the 

website at: https://classicowners.org/festival-of-motorcycling-2021 

 

All are welcome on any type of motorcycle, of any year or make. 

You don’t need to be a V&V club member to join the  

celebrations. You may like to make a motorcycle-focussed 

holiday on SA’s October Labour Day long weekend and come to 

the V&VMCC SA Motorcycle-only Swap Meet at Balhannah on 

Sunday October 3rd then join the club at Mannum on Monday  

the 4th of October. 

 

Rob Elliott, Publicity Officer V&VMCC SA 

 

 

https://classicowners.org/festival-of-motorcycling-2021
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Brian,  the Gentleman resplendent with flying goggles, leather jacket and jodhpurs 

is Ted Webster on his eggbeater Douglas. The person in the white overalls and flat 

cap is Ray Mann. 

I cannot place the young man in blue or the man with his hands behind his 

back.  Regards Jeff Schaefer     

Who are we? 

mailto:steve.truscott@paradisemotors.com.au
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       OXENBERRY WINERY TIDDLER RUN—22nd August 2021, 10.00am. 

 

The Oxenberry Winery Tiddler Run will be held on Sunday 22nd August 2021 starting at 10.00a.m. Please 

gather at the winery - parking cars and trailers in the block to the left of the winery carpark. Note, Oxenberry 

Winery is located on Kangarilla Road, McLaren Vale - NOT the Scarpantoni Winery at McLaren Flat! Each year 

we wave to a few who blindly ride past heading to the Scarpantoni Winery premises.  

 

The route this year takes us on some of the best and least taxing (in terms of gradient) roads in the southern 

area. The entire rally route is suited to tiddlers and older bikes. 

 

After the rally briefing we will head left towards McLaren Flat eventually turning into Blewitt Springs Road. Af-

ter a pleasant ride through vineyard country we join Chapel Hill Road  and follow it until it becomes Baker's 

Gully Road. We eventually arrive in Kangarilla and take Dashwood Gully Road from Kangarilla to Meadows. 

Dashwood Gully Road is the steepest uphill gradient faced and even veterans shouldn't be challenged. From 

Meadows we head on the Echunga road and do a loop of about 10km on Greenhills Road and finally back to 

Meadows for coffee and cake. 

 

There are many food and drink options for members in Meadows but as locals can recommend Mawson 

House, the Meadows Bakery and Pik-a-Pie. 

 

As members may be spread out along the street in Meadows the marshals will do a slow loop as a group when 

it is time to depart - about 30 minutes after arrival (depending upon trailer issues of course!).  

 

After coffee we will head back along the full length of Brookman Road through the Kuitpo Forest - almost to 

Willunga. At the top of the range near Willunga we double back along Range Road for 10km of very pleasant 

winding road before we head down Wickham's Hill Road. Riders should note that Wickham's Hill Road is a very 

steep low speed descent with a couple of tricky reverse camber corners that need caution. This will be 

stressed at the pre-rally briefing but if approached at the correct speed they present no hazard. If riders feel 

their machine has a braking issue on long steep descents they should return to McLaren Vale via another 

route. At the bottom of Wickham's Hill Road we join Kangarilla Road for the ride back to McLaren Vale.  

 

Due to covid restrictions unfortunately there will be no barbeque at the conclusion of the rally. 

 

As usual we would greatly appreciate volunteers. This year we are looking for a trailer driver and, as always, 

willing marshals. On the outward run this time we need around ten marshals so please put your hand up and 

don a reflective vest - especially if you have not done so before. 

 

Total rally distance is 85 kilometres. 

For information regarding the rally please contact. Ian HESE on 0409 083 436 or Tony on 0411 888 313. 
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  Police Historical  

   Society visit. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CAPTAINS CHATTER 

Our “friend” COVID has reared its ugly head again and disrupted a few events.  

It has delayed the committee meeting, by a week, forced us back out into our sheds, as well as causing the 

Victor Harbor swap meet to be cancelled.  We had been invited to it and we were to put a Club display 

there on August 29th. 

 

Another Event that COVID may affect, again, is the Festival of Motorcycling coming up in the first week of 

October.  The organising committee is organising a plan “B”, in case COVID disrupts things.  Plan B will  

basically be a Week of rides only, like last year, no night time events or the big display, show and shine 

and cavalcade rides as a finale.  The plan is, at this stage, is to go ahead with the Event as intended and 

revert to Plan B only if necessary. 

 

The Club’s Swap Meet and the 65th Rally are to be the first outside events of the Festival.  At this stage we 

still hope to run these as planned. 

 

Oh for a crystal ball! 

 

Online registrations will hopefully open very soon for the Festival of Motorcycling. The COVID situation has 

forced a few minor tweaks to be made, so delaying the registrations going live.  To go to any of the events 

of the Festival you will need to register online.  This includes our Club’s 65th Rally at Mannum on Oct 4th.  

There will be no need to register to put bikes into the display only at Mannum. 

 

If you register AND ride in the 65th Rally the Club will reimburse your entry fee for that day.  For the Mem-

bers that don’t have computers and wish to enter, please contact me with your details at my phone num-

ber below and I will arrange it for you. 

 

The Festival of Motorcycling web site can be found on the Classic Owners Motor Cycle Club’s web site.  Go 

onto their homepage and scroll down to find the festival’s link.  The QR code on the Posters for the event 

will also take you there for those with a “smart” ’phone. 

 

For the time being please keep looking after yourselves as per the protocols. Please reach out to someone 

if you are having trouble coping, physically or mentally.  Shed time can be a good way to keep active and 

healthy. 

 

Keep smiling. Ian HESE. 0409 083 436 


