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  June 2020  Number 611 

VVMCCSA future events

Gradually the restrictions on the club’s activities are easing. The Saturday Coffee Mornings and Mid-week Rides are 
starting this week and informal rides of small groups of members have happened already. However, members are

reminded to comply with social distancing and number limit requirements at all times.

Any queries contact Brian by phone or email  secretary@vvmccsa.org.au

Brian Forth, President Rob Elliott, Secretary

Members and friends
I regret to report that Malcolm GRAY, previous club captain and 
run organiser, passed away last Thursday. Malcolm was a man 
who loved his BMWs and other European makes, including his 
beloved 1956 Maico "Taifun", which I believe he purchased 
new, rode initially, then put away. When he joined VVMCCSA, 
he dusted off the bike and rode it regularly again, winning 
interest and admiration from his fellow club members. Ride on, 
old mate, and rest in peace.

The Club members offer their sincere condolences to Malcolm’s 
family. 

Brian Forth
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 THE VETERAN & VINTAGE MOTORCYCLE CLUB OF SOUTH AUSTRALIA INCORPORATED. 

The Club was formed in 1956, the first of its kind in Australia, with the object of Preserving, Restoring and using Veteran, Vintage 
and Post Vintage Motorcycles. 

Membership is open to all, and owning a suitable machine is not a pre-requisite.

Machines must be at least 30 years old in the current year to be eligible for Club Events 

The Club has a strong family orientation and features many social activities as well as Runs and technical help. 

The Club meets on the second Tuesday of each month in the Payneham RSL Club, 360 Payneham Road, Payneham  
commencing at 8.00 p.m. 

Annual Fees are due by the 30th June each year. A joining fee of $15.00 is applicable to new members. 

The Annual Subscription is $40.00 to all members city and country. 

If you require magazine to be posted to you, an additional $25.00 is required (postage to Country members is free). 
Email option of Smoke Signal is available – contact the editor. 

Club Web Page - www.vvmccsa.org.au email secretary@vvmccsa.org.au 

Life Members - This in an honour of prestige, awarded to members for meritorious service to the club of ten or more years. 

WALLY WOOLLATT † FRANK JARVIS  †      GARNET PONTIFEX †  KEITH HARRIS †   CLEM EVANS † 
ALBY (POP) HILL 1985 †  TOM BENNETT 1999 †  TED WEBSTER 1975 †  LESLIE JONES 1982    RAY MANN  1983    
KEVIN SULLIVAN 1984 DEAN GOVAN  1986   PETER GRACE 1987 ROBERT HILL  1989   DAVID RADLOFF 1990 
JEFF SCHAEFER 1992  LAURIE LEIBHARDT 1994 †  GARY JOLLY 1997    COLIN PAULEY 2005  IAN BALDOCK 2009 
RON TRUSCOTT 2010 † ROB SMYTH 2011  BOB GILL 2012 NEIL CAUST 2013  PAUL KNAPP 2014 † 
BOB TILBROOK 2018.   BRIAN FORTH 2019. 

2019—2020 Committee. 
PRESIDENT.    Brian Forth  0409 514 213  forthy@picknowl.com.au 
VICE PRESIDENT.   Bob Gill 0419 801 487 
SECRETARY  Rob Elliott  0415 697 162 secretary@vvmccsa.org.au 
TREASURER.  Terry Rowe  0402 082 509 
CLUB CAPTAIN. Ian Hese 0409 083 436 
LIBRARIAN.  John Deacon 0417 565 882 
RECORDS OFFICE. Wayne Lawson 0421 636 338 
COMMITTEE. Daryl Rosser  0419 817 745 

Wayne Lawson 0421 636 338 
Greg Paterson  0404 934 246 
Lyndon Rogers 0428 112 259 
Bill Lorimer  0411 544 353 
Spare. 

Club Regalia Officer. 
Magazine Editor & Publicity.    
Printer.  
Smoke signal distributors.    

Greg Patterson  83630495 
 Brian Forth, 19 Condada Drive, Banksia Park 5091 secretary@vvmccsa.org.au 
Trevor Cooke C/ MTA; 0400 447 952 
 Brian Forth and Bill Lorimer.

Approved Persons– East  1. Brett Mitchell 0438 379 788

  South  2. Phil Jenner 0407 397 445 
  West   3. Ian Rounsevell 0412 708 410
 North East 4. Paul Carroll 0437 771 821  
 South 5. Jane Clarke    0409 239 076  

Swap Meet committee– Bill Lorimer, Brenton Roy, Ian Rounsevell,  and  Dimitri Economos. 
, . 

http://www.vvmccsa.org.au/
mailto:secretary@vvmccsa.org.au
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Members direct debit to VVMCCSA subs 

WestPac Bank  BSB 735 006

Account number  071368

Subscription city & country—$40.00 

Postage of magazine extra —  $25.00 

State your Name and membership Number 

***Mention subscriptions when paying. 

Email when paid secretary@vvmccsa.org.au 

Thursday mid-week rides– 4th June 2020

With the easing of the COVID 19 restrictions we have decided that the "mid week" Thursday rides will be on again as 

from June 4th. The rides will start at 10am from the TTG Hotel. 

As usual the riders on the day will decide where they wish to go. As the virus has not been eradicated, we ask (insist) 
that everyone still social distance and apply other measures, at the start, and any stops. Please split up into groups 
of 10 or less if more than 10 people attend.

We don't want a second wave of the virus to further harm people or delay the return to "normal life". It's not known 
at this stage when the monthly meetings or rides will be resumed.

Please let other members know about this who are not on this page.  Ian Hese, Club Captain 

'How The Focaccia' —Saturday 6th June 2020
Members can now return to the coffee mornings at ‘How the Focaccia’ café on Port Road Thebarton. (Located 
on the median strip opposite the Entertainment Centre).

The lads and ladies will gather from 9.00am onwards. Tall stories and long chats will occur over breakfast and 
latte coffees. Social distancing must be observed.

Members

Ray Mann, 'No2' and Life Member turned 90 years young on Sunday 24th. 
Happy birthday, Ray!

We are slowly being allowed to resume some normality with club 
events. Members' safety comes first as we plan, and monitor, 
members' participation so as to maintain compliance with the South 
Australian Government regulations. 

Remember, you are expected as an individual to avoid contact with 
vulnerable people, carry hand sanitizer (where possible) at meetings 
and on rides and clean your hands regularly.

Do not shake hands, hug or kiss as a greeting. The 1.5m distancing is 
crucial to staying safe. If you are feeling unwell stay at home. If you have symptoms, 
come forward and get tested even if you only have mild symptoms like a 
cough. Stay isolated at home until you get your test results, or are 
medically cleared. You can help stop the spread of COVID-19 in the community. Help 
keep S.A. COVID-19 safe, practise social distancing,wash your hands regularly and 
keep your home and work clean. 

I have increased the size of The Smoke signal to 20 pages. I have 

been fortunate to have been handed Smoke Signal Magazines,

monthly runs and information on VVMCCSA activities, and the 

registration of motorcycles from 1965 onwards.

Each magazine will contain scanned information from those documents 

along with relevant photos depicting the history of VVMCCSA. 

Members are still encouraged to submit a run or rally report, along

with photos, for inclusion in the magazine.

Brian Forth, President

President's Report
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John Cribb story: In brief

Hi Brian,
Just picked up the Smoke Signal and there's a picture on the back page. The 24-hour bike is my 1000cc XV 

Yamaha Wasp with Lew Job at the helm and myself in the chair. It was about 1993 or 4. We flipped it, near 
midnight, somewhere near Eudunda, and Lew broke his arm.  

A bit of info; originally there were only three of these made by Wasp. Two came to South Australia and one in 
Europe. I've heard that they may have made a couple of replicas in the last couple of years ??? It's home in the 
shed, all restored, but still with the race engine, which is reputed to be putting 110hp out at the rear wheel - but 
I've never put it on a Dyno to check.

We got first place, came second and third on several occasions in nearly every road trial but the 24-hour one.
I think we won the Levis three times on the trot.

We were the only ones to finish the Gawler trial one year. I think it was Lew’s 40th birthday, that day. We were 
the only ones to finish the Keith and Levis trials in other years, too.

We even had an “official complaint” against us during the Robertstown Trial, when one side-car rider claimed we 
were doing 100mph when we passed him. I doubt we were going that fast, but it did get up and go for those days.

Some members may recall when we “end-for-ended” the Cossack in Spring Hut Creek at Robertstown and the bike 
landed, rear mudguard first, on Lew’s head. It never hurt the bike.

Lew refused to continue on, mainly because, if I recall, he had 4 fractures to the skull. I think it was 24 fractures to 
the jaw and the impact drove his left eye back into his head. That's why he wore glasses afterwards. Without them, 
when we came to a corner, he would see two roads!

We were the first side-car riders to win the Clubman Award.

The old Cossack was THE bike to beat until the Wasps, and similar, appeared, and we never saw which way they 
went. I could tell many stories about this faithful old machine.

When the Wasps came out, we built up a 650cc Yamaha with a replica Wasp side-car. We took the 650 out to 
850cc. The thing looked flash, but never handled very well. It was named “Super Scoop”.

We got to within 30km of the finish in the 24 one year, but the special clutch we'd built up, gave up the ghost. We 
could see Kapunda in the distance. 

But all this aside, Lew had many great times riding trials. He was one of the smoothest, most reliable and 
consistent riders you could ever wish to passenger with, but always blamed me if we crashed. He was a good friend 
and one who will ever be missed.

The chap in the foreground is John March, who was the work- 
shop manager for Mercedes, and the lady is Peg Glasson. Peg 
and her husband, Jack McQuillan, were the integrators of the 
Robertstown 2-day. I'm sure many of the old members who 
came out to the trials would verify the Cossack’s history.

It may be a stab in the dark, but the side-car looks very

much like one that the late Ralph Datlen restored. (Tilbrook I 

think). He also had a twin Tilbrook in the same order, a 
Vincent with a Steib and several solo Tilbrooks. I'm not sure but

I think he may have had one of Tilbrook's cars.

He was a perfectionist when it came to restoration and he rode in  

24 hrs trials and his bikes were presented the same. I am not 

sure but I think he rode a Duke outfit in the 24-hr. This I am not 
positive about, though.

      Regards,  John Cribb

There's a picture of it on the bench during the resto. 
However, it's quite economical, using around 12.5 litres 
every 80km under road trial conditions. This is petrol, not 
methanol. A standard tank was 9 litres, but I couldn't get 
between fuel dumps in road trials, which were 80km apart, 
so I had to make a bigger 13-litre tank. We did a road test 
coming back from Alice Springs and I got 98kms on the 13 
litres, at a constant 100kph in road gearing.

We started off on this thing and modified as we went. When 
we started, Lew was 24 stone, so I said to Lorraine, his wife, 
“You work on Lew and I'll work on the bike”. She managed 
to get Lew down to 17 stone. I did a couple of things to the 
wizzy-wizzy part and laced MG spokes into a Honda rim for 
the rear wheel. We fitted BMW Earls forks and the bike 
became a legend. It was even known to run at idle when 
“upside down” which was often commonplace.
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 Secretary’s Report June 2020 

Our state can be proud of our response to the Covid-19 threat and, as everyone will have seen in the media, 

restrictions are gradually being lifted. Subsequently our club can start coming back to life again and we can plan our 

future events with some level of confidence. 

Brian, Ian and Daryl have sent out emails and Facebook notifications to members about mid-week rides and coffee 

mornings. We are also proceeding with advertising for  

the 2020 Balhannah Swapmeet and have taken out quarter page ads in Old Bike Australasia in issues 88 and 89, on 

sale on August 6 and September 24. To aid us in the professional appearance of our publicity material we have a 

new volunteer in our club, my wife, Diana Waters.  Diana has a design degree which encompasses graphics, her 

career before retiring was as an occupational therapist. 

The committee voted on increasing the number of pages in the Smoke Signal to 20 and it was unanimously 

approved. This arose due to the generous donation by Dean Govan of old Smoke Signals - excerpts of which will be 

included in this and future editions.  

Since my last report we’ve received the following correspondence: 

- From the Newcastle Vintage MCC on how they’re reintroducing club runs

- Logbooks and membership renewals are still rolling in (and out as processed)

- From the Festival of Motorcycling (FOM) secretary about the events coming up in October and of the

- From Lyndon Tilbrook in the ACT, looking for a Tilbrook Dandaloo sidecar.

- From Mike Foster wanting to know history of his 66 Honda via rego number.

- Official notification from Consumer and Business Services that all incorporated associations have an
extension of 6 months to hold their to hold their AGMs and lodge returns.

- Magazines received: MAPS: Country Motor 25; BSA OC of Qld.

- Request from Henk Joore (Netherlands) for original WW2 BSA tool rolls to copy.

New Members 

Three new membership applications have been received from Michael Griffin, David Spencer and Steve Mercouris. 

Brian has been processing applications and ordering new name badges when required. 

Member News 

Email received from Ron Roy, letting us know that his wife passed away February 2019, that he’s no longer 

motorcycling, is now living in a retirement village and won’t be renewing his membership. Brian wished him well 

and invited him to still come to runs. 

International News 

The UK’s leading motorcycle rider groups have called on the UK Government to recognise the role of motorcycling 

during the COVID-19 crisis. 

Meetings 

The speed at which government restrictions are being lifted in this state suggests that we might be able to hold our 

AGM in October or November. We’ll keep monitoring the Covid-19 updates and let members know a more definite 

date closer to July. The Goodwood Community Centre, where we hold our committee meetings, has advised that 

they're opening the facility (in a limited way) as of the 25th of May to groups who can fulfill the social distancing 
and number restrictions requirements.  The committee will make a decision soon on when to return to regular 
committee meetings at Goodwood.

Rob Elliott,  Secretary and Public Officer

On 9th October 1990, VVMCCSA had 180 financial members, as of 31st March 2020 we have 

303 financial members. Number people have joined and left in a short time, others retired 

or passed on.  

Wanted – Smoke Signal Magazines 1956 – 1965

If any member has in their possession any Smoke Signal magazines, flyers, run reports etc from 1956 – 

1965 can I borrow them or obtain a copy please for inclusion in the club history project I am conducting.

Each magazine will include snippets of information about the club activities as far back we can go.

Brian Forth, President and Editor 

forthy@picknowl.com.au  

Subscriptions and Logbook Updates

Now due before  30th June 2020. 

restarting of the FOM committee meetings on June 6th.

mailto:forthy@picknowl.com.au
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For Sale 

Ensign beaded edge tyres; sizes—26 x 2 1/2” @ $240.00; 26 x 3” @ $240.00; and 

28 x 3” @ $240.00 all with tubes; replica Chatter-Lea hubs, spokes and rims; 

Brian Forth 0409 514213; (ongoing)

VVMCCSA club regalia—at meeting see Greg Paterson 0406 807799. (Club site)

Triumph T100 engine for sale, John Booker 0419 849 934 (April20).

BMW K1100 with Sidecar, 1994, low mileage, needs attention, $3,500.00. 

E/N 114EA02942097.Ray MANN 82611617 (May20)

Smiths 0—40mph speedo for cycle moped or high performance Bantam—

Stephen Hooper 0417 832443. 

Wanted

Honda CB750 K7 1978 bike, ex-Police bike, need complete exhaust, side cover panels, and any miscella-

neous parts that could be of use. Call Steve Cramp. 0418592888 (Feb19).

Bullock of Adelaide bicycle, Wanted or any Adelaide made bicycle Bullock, Lewis, Ace Elliott etc, call or 

text Dimitri on 0411 575805  (May20).

Small capacity motorcycle with Villier 2 stroke—Excelsior, James etc or a small 4 stoke one 98-197cc 

prefer a runner—Alan Orrock 0403430664 (March20). 

1963-64 Triumph Thunderbird/Tiger 100, half tub skirts. John 0477 879515 (Mar20). 

New Hudson 1930, 350—500 cc wanted parts; Gary Harding. 0448644999 (Mar20). 

1922 Harley Davidson wanted parts for advance/retard rods to control magneto fitted below petrol tank, 

and main shaft for gearbox. Russell Ellis 0418 823733 (Mar20).

Elliott bicycle of 1920;s wanted to display with my 2923 Elliott Payneham motorcycle. 

Brian Forth 0409514213 (May20).

1914 Rover—wanting parts including hubs, wheels & tyres guards. The frame was   

originally set up with Sturmey Archer three speed hub but none of that gear remains 

unfortunately. Simon Agar of Sydney Ph: 0403 250 819 Email-: 

simon@airsprings.com.au ( via Brian Forth) (April20). 

1920’s Harley Davidson W model flat twin parts wanted. Colin B 407070287 (May20)

1928/ 1929 Norton OHC CS1 parts - anything you might have no matter how big or small would be ap-

preciated (whether its engine, Sturmey Archer gearbox or cycle parts). 

Vokes tank-top-mounted air filter to suit Army Norton or BSA M20 (they were also fitted to post war 

generators and BSA Bantam farm bikes). 

BSA M20 rear chain guard - no I haven't gone over to the dark side. 

(they look pretty close to Norton CS1 rear chain guards!) 

Phone Rob Elliott on 0415 697 162 or email (May20). 

robert.g.elliott@gmail.com 

 Buy, Sell and Swap 
Please Note ads will run for two issues unless requested otherwise. If your item is sold before the second 
issue, please advise the Editor. Full name of Seller, Registration Number &/or Engine number MUST be 
provided, otherwise add cannot be printed. Deadline is the one week prior to each General Meeting. 

Members wishing to use the club trailer are to contact me and make arrangements to 
collect. If you volunteer as ‘back-up trailer’ on a club run, call to arrange collection 
along with vests and first aid box. Brian Forth 0409 514213. 

mailto:simon@airsprings.com.au
mailto:robert.g.elliott@gmail.com
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Club Runs & Events 

All members/visitors participating in Club Runs MUST lodge a Rally Entry Form with the Club 
Captain before the event.  This ensures that you are covered for Third Party Property and Public Risk 
from home, on the Run and return to home. This is a Club requirement. Do not forget to fill out your 
Historic Registration Logbook before leaving home and always carry that logbook every time 
you go riding. This is a legal requirement. Enquiries to Club Captain—Ian HESE 0409 083436  

Next General meeting—762 will happen soon.
Other club activities will return when we are allowed

Members will be advised via email, web-site & Smoke Signal 

June 

4th 

6th 

9th 

21st 

30th 

Mid-week ride—Tea Tree Gully Hotel leaving 10.00am destination TBA. YES ! 

Coffee morning— Hindmarsh opposite Entertainment Centre 9:15 am. YES !

General Meeting 763, CANCELLED

Club Ride—CANCELLED 

Tuesday—Committee meeting CANCELLED

July 
2nd 

4th 

14th 

19th 

28th 

Mid-week ride—Tea Tree Gully Hotel leaving 10.00am destination TBA. YES !

Coffee morning— Hindmarsh opposite Entertainment Centre 9:15 am. YES !

Annual General meeting & General Meeting 764, CANCELLED 8.00pm at Payneham RSL.

Club Ride— CANCELLED 

Tuesday—Committee meeting CANCELLED 7.30pm Goodwood community centre. 

August 
1st 

6th 

11th 

23rd 

28th 

Coffee morning—CANCELLED  Hindmarsh opposite Entertainment Centre 9:15 am. 

Mid-week ride—Tea Tree Gully Hotel leaving 10.00am,l destination unknown 

General Meeting 765, CANCELLED 8.00pm at Payneham RSL club rooms.

Club Ride—    CANCELLED

Tuesday—Committee meeting CANCELLED 7.30pm Goodwood community centre 

** denotes club points on runs & ride events**

Historic Registration. Please ensure you contact approved members below for any historic 

vehicle registration enquiries and log book endorsements.   

Enquiries to— Brett Mitchell—(East) 0438 379788  Phil Jenner—(South) 0407 397445  

Ian Rounsevell—(West) 0412 708410  Jane Clarke (South) 0409 239076 

Paul Carroll (North East) 0437 771821  

SWAP MEETS - Any new dates or swap meets please advise editor 

HAHNDORF-  ??  January 2021 VICTOR HARBOR ? February 2021 

 BALLARAT –TBA February 2020 

All swap meets are CANCELLED until further notice
SA Rod & Custom—Kilburn ? March 2020  CLARE–  ?? March 2020 

 WOODSIDE – ?? March 2020 NARACOORTE    ?? 2-3rd May 2020 

 SEDAN –   ?? June 2020  KAPUNDA-  24th May 2020 

 WILLUNGA –  16th August 2020 GAWLER -   ?? September 2020  

VVMCC MOTORCYCLE ONLY   4th Oct 2020 STRATHALBYN –  ??? Oct 2020  

 BENDIGO – 16 –17 Nov 2020 GAWLER Motorcycle expo - ?? Nov 2020 

SA swap meet site—https://www.weekendnotes.com/sa-swap-meets/

Back-up trailer is required every run—Every ride has to be covered, please contact Ian HESE to 

volunteer.   Reimbursement of $60 for petrol money

https://www.weekendnotes.com/sa-swap-meets/
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Swastika Story Part 2.

To continue the narrative regarding Lou Borgelt, in his own words:

“In 1922 with the late Ben Otto I made a visit to the U.K. by ship where we visited the annual Motor Cycle Show 
at Hammersmith. I was given the sole distributorship for New Imperial motorcycles for South Australia and the 
Northern Territory. We spent six weeks on the Continent, visiting various factories…and returned home via USA, 
Canada and New Zealand in the same week as my first shipment of motorcycles arrived at Port Adelaide. I 
became the Velocette distributor for South Australia in 1926.” 

Borgelt broke a leg while racing a sidecar outfit at Gawler in 1924, and this injury made him decide to 

branch out into the automotive business, as well as continuing with motorcycles. He gained the 

Overland distributorship for SA – a direct competitor to Chevrolet and Ford, and later gained the Morris 

franchise. During WW2 he sold new and used motorcycles to the Australian Defence Department and 

resumed with Morris once supplies became available again post-war. In 1956, after 41 years in the 

motor business at the same address, he retired and sold the business to two former employees, Dick Castle 

and Max Shrowder, and occupied his time fund raising to build a nursing home for the aged in Glynde. He 

died in 1981. 

In around 1918 a young bookkeeper named Emil Kageler bought a Swastika JAP motorcycle from 

Borgelt on Magill Road. Emil was a friend of Lou Borgelt and played cards with him, they also went to 

the same church in the city and went on rides together. 

I was fortunate enough to be able to track down Emil’s son Malcolm, who was generous enough to 

share his father’s diaries and photos with me. Emil was a keen amateur photographer and a 

meticulous diary keeper. His diaries provide a fascinating insight into motoring of the time, as well as 

social history in general. 

Emil was courting a young lady named Edna Ruge in the ‘20s (later to become his wife) who lived on 

the Ruge family property at Hahndorf. In one diary entry he reports doing the trip from Hahndorf to 

his home at Elizabeth St. Evandale in 35 minutes, a distance of about 19 miles on rough winding roads 

- good going by even today’s standards. In another entry he mentions that it was raining so badly 

coming home one night, that the slipping drive belt caused him to stop at the Bridgewater Inn and 
stay the night. 



11 

Above: Emil on his new Swastika JAP in the Parklands  Above: Edna Ruge at home in Hahndorf 

During an expedition to Mt. Gambier with friends in 1924, Emil ran out of matches for his carbide headlamp 
late one night. He became lost and separated from his mates and knocked on a farmhouse door at 
1:00am. The farmer put him up for the night and gave him break-fast the next morning. How many people 
would open their door to a motorcyclist in the middle of the night these days, never mind give them 
lodging! 

Above: Emil and friends on an adventure to the remote wilderness of the south east! 

It was through these diaries that I discovered that I owned Emil’s bike. The engine and frame number 

are recorded in one of them. It appears that Emil’s bike, registered as 14870, was built using the earlier 

Taylor’s frame components and was one of the Borgelt-built bikes, not a later one built by Healing. It was 

also fitted with a 1918 date marked JAP engine (the JAP model year numbering starting in September of 

the previous year, i.e. 1917). It could have been a used motorcycle when Emil bought it, although the 

photo taken in the Parklands show it to be in excellent condition at the time and looking like a new bike. 

Petrol was expensive during the war years and from 1939 onwards the bike didn’t get ridden. The 

Swastika sat under a tarpaulin in the shed until Emil took it back to Borgelt’s in 1946 to sell it on  

commission. Emil dragged it out of the shed, dusted it off, borrowed some oil from a neighbour, started it 

up (after only a couple of kicks reports the diary entry) and rode it up and down Elizabeth St (unregistered)  

before wheeling it over to Lou Borgelt’s shop on Magill Rd. It took 3 years to sell.  It would have been 

considered antiquated at the time, not many people would have been interested in a belt drive bike. 

Eventually it sold for 25 pounds in 1949. Emil never owned a car, right up until his death in 1995 aged 97.

…to be continued. The next instalment: Hay cart and movie star! Rob Elliott 
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Tassie Tour 2020 

      The Tassie Tour is a long-running motorcycle rally that circumnavigates 
the island and the odd loop to other locations. This year we travelled in the 

opposite direction to what we’d done in the past giving us a different 

perspective on the island. 

Four participants from SA took part in this tour, including my brother, his son 
Jason and club member Steve Cramp. 

Ulverstone was the starting point and after registering and lunch, our first 
ride was a quick spin up the hills to Sheffield. We had approximately 100 bikes 

on the rally including half a dozen Broughs, 13 or so Vincents, and the 
more usual British brands with the odd Harley and BMW. 

Our 1926 model 18 Norton was the oldest bike, and coincidently ridden by 
the youngest rider, Jason de Groot.  The most modern bike was ridden by the  

oldest rider who received a bottle of whiskey as recognition, something 
we could all aspire to. 

At our stop in Sheffield, near the bakery, our group of Nortons were 
surrounded by Broughs ranging from an incredibly original 680 model and a 

flash looking outfit ridden on the edge by a guy from Switzerland. All the 

Broughs were owned by Peter Bender, local salmon fisherman and arch 
motorcycle enthusiast, who supplied them and also some Vincents, to overseas 

entrants. 

An incredible amount of planning goes into running an event like this so to 

ease the load most meals, morning teas were your own responsibility, 
giving the opportunity to do your own thing within the scope of the rally. 

Returning to Ulverstone we took the opportunity to do some last minute 

fettling prior to the next day’s run. My 1930 model 19 Norton had only been 

started once after a frustrating rebuild before leaving home so I  wasn’t 

expecting great things? 

Ulverstone to St Helens was the next run, 275kms 
through beautiful countryside, quiet roads, across the 
Batman Bridge, through to Beaconsfield for morning tea. I’m 
not too sure how we got there, with all the tiny little deserted 
back roads. It would have been hard without patient 
marshalling on the crucial corners. Lunch was Scottsdale, 
then a blast through the tight twisty corners where the older 
but more nimble bikes were more than able to hold their 
own against the faster bikes, down into St Helens, our 
overnight stop. So far so good, with the model 19 Norton 
taking it easy - about 400ks under the belt.

We gathered bright and early the following morning at 

St Helens wharf for a group photo, with a sizable 
collection of bike and people.  Today’s destination; Hobart, 
263kms away. Some of the group chose to go along the 
coast road, while others went inland through the Elephant’s 
Pass, quite a twisty steep descent. If you subscribe to Old 
Bike Magazine, you’ll see a photo of Jason de Groot looking 

for prey on the Flat Tank Norton - in its element there.

Jim Scaysbrook, of Old Bike Magazine fame, was part of the 
rally and took an incredible array of photos on the tour. 

As we got closer to Hobart, the temperature started to 
climb and the Norton nipped up when climbing a long steep 
hill. I pulled over, and opted to put the bike in the backup 
trailer, rather than risk problems negotiating Hobart rush- 
hour traffic in the heat, all the way to the centre of 
town where we were staying. Phil and Jason followed us into 

the city, which was interesting on a multi-laned road at 
110 kmph, but credit to the Tasmanian drivers we didn’t get 
hassled even once for being slow.

The next days run was a loop to Southport and return, which 
we opted out of, choosing to look around Hobart and do the 
tourist-y things instead. 



13 

The rally dinner that night was held at the Royal Hobart Yacht Club, the guest speaker being Jim 
Scaysbrook, reminiscing about his time racing Ducatis with his co-pilot Mike Hailwood - a wonderful recital. We also 
visited the Salamanca Markets the following day and with 2 cruise ships in port, it was quite crowded, pre-Covid19. 
That was the last market held to date. In the afternoon we travelled out to Oatlands to see the only wind-powered flour 

mill in Australia. It seems that during restoration of it, the missing parts were made in England and the millwright 

came out to Tasmania with them, installing and commissioning the mill. It was quite an achievement; a fantastic 

piece of history. 

From Hobart to Tarraleah today; 162 kms, with morning tea at the historic town of Richmond - another place of living 
history. From Richmond, we went through to the hop-growing area of Bushy Park for lunch, then on to Tarraleah once 
more. Back in the high country we went to a revamped Hydro Village, our overnight stop. Dinner and breakfast 
were very well organised there. 

Tarraleah to Strahan was today's run - 180 kms. So

far, no rain, but the roads were slippery and damp and

on quite a few corners severely pot-holed - much

worse than on our previous tours. Coming around a 

particularly bad corner, we were surprised to see Phil

standing there with some other riders, but no Jason.

We immediately thought Jason had gone over the 

edge, but no, Phil had encountered a bad patch and

the Es2 had gently kissed the tarmac and, horror upon

horror, had shattered the impossible-to-find headlight

lens!

Oh! Yeah, Phil was ok!! And Jason way ahead!  As we

were very close to Strahan, we opted to put the Es2

on the back-up and sort it out once there.

Strahan was a hive of activity for us. We took the
opportunity to sort out some clutch-slip on the Flat
tank (easily fixed) and tidied up the Es2, attaching lots
of Band-Aids, removing broken glass and giving it general tune up. A quick test run confirmed the Es2 was good to go, 
albeit with a bit of TLC.

We chose to do the Wilderness Railway steam-train from Queenstown for the rest day, going up the rack railway to the 
half-way point to Strahan. Here, the locomotive is turned, and we then descended back to Queenstown, about a 4½-
hour return trip. That night, Peter Bender’s Huon Aquaculture donated salmon for a barbeque for the tour, provided for 
a nominal fee. 

Day 9; Strahan to Stanley, a 253 km distance. It rained today, for first time, and on some of the more twisty and 
steep parts encountered, too. Caution prevailed, and we made it safely to Rosebery for morning tea and fuel, as none 
was available until near Stanley. Bikes were running well. Lunch was at Hellyer Gorge, provided in the wilderness by 
a pop-up diner. As we were on slower bikes, the kitchen was almost bare, but we still managed to get fed. Phew!!

The Bender crew were busy working on bikes there and were amongst the last into Stanley.

Final day today. Stanley to Ulverstone - a mere 118 kms. We travelled via Table Cape, with its fantastic look-out 
over Bass Strait, got into Wynyard for morning tea, and for those who wanted, a tour of the small, but top-quality,
"Wonders of Wynyard" car and motorcycle museum. A quick scoot back into Ulverstone via Burnie to rally’s end, making 

it just before a heavy downpour.

The final rally dinner was that night. The implications of Covid19 were setting in, requiring social spacing and 
splitting the group into two to hold the dinner. Rally awards were handed out, making a great night, set to the sound of 
pouring rain outside. 

Summing up, a great rally; well organised; fantastic scenery and companionship; and one of the most varied collections 

of bikes you could see - all being ridden. It’s a fair effort - nearly 1500 kms, but worth it. We heard lots of mutterings 

about people bringing vintage bikes next time, so we'll see what happens!!!

Steve Cramp, in the meantime, had a flawless run and did every kilometre!!!

Regards, Maggie and Arnold 
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May who are we—HI Brian, the photo is Garnet [Ponty] Pontifex possibly late 60s, 

bike appears to be P or N model Triumph, I don't remember him riding it he usually rode 

Douglas, I was there as I can see my Sausage BSA number C45 sticking out from behind 

his arm, I think B36 is possibly Bob Hills Harley. In Ponty’s photo the bike in front of 

the Harley is the Temby ELECTRA with an ADLER engine which seems to have 

disappeared cheers—Dean Govan 

Who are we? 

mailto:steve.truscott@paradisemotors.com.au
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 Pancake Kitchen Run 23/1/1983. On far left is our (Dean Govan) 1925 Indian Chief.

Left to right—standing are —in white helmet unknown. Gary Jolly [in a cloud of smoke] Pam Sullivan, Ken 

Olsson, Leslie Jones, Marie Verrall behind, Margaret Bennets, Ron Hill, Bob Jones, Neville Roach, Brian 

Farmer, David Radloff, Doug Bennets, Peter Altree, Rick Paul, Ray Mann, Rob Von Laue, Ron Truscott,  

then Trevor Verrall, Audrey Govan, Ted Bachmann and Kevin Sullivan.

Front row are unknown then Peter Grace, Fay Grace, Mark Hayes ,Christene Hayes [hidden] young Peter 

Allan, unknown, Lynette Hector, Ian Baldock, Bob Hill, Joy Pauley, Bruce Hector, Valmai Webster, Anna 

Hill, behind Richard Govan, Joan Truscott,  behind, Howard Washington, Colin Pauley, Enid Hector, Frank 

Benish, David Govan, Jeff Schaefer, Jenny Grace, girl ?, Dawn Schaefer [hidden], Karen Schaefer ,Mary  

Allan, below Julie Schaefer is Marion Webster, 3 children in front don't know girl possibly Joanna Allan.

Sadly 10 of them are no longer with us. Regards, Dean Govan. 

New Hudson—S/A 30565 was issued in 1925 to F P Carter of Prospect for a 3 ½ JAP, date looks right by 

the Hudson which is back on its wheels after being inverted. I know a 2 ¾ JAP had the maggie behind the 

motor, had one.  Not so sure about the 500?   

Regards, Terry Parker. 
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Tassie Tour 2020

Day 1   After arriving on the ship on Tuesday 10th, all entrants booked into their accommodation and in the afternoon 
headed off for a short ride around the Sheffield, Railton and Latrobe areas, just to settle themselves in. (I even had the 
local constabulary pull me over to welcome me to the area!!)

Day 2   This took us from Ulverstone and headed east towards St Helens on the east coast, passing through some
magnificent countryside and roads, with Weldborough Pass being one of them, (even making the mandatory stop at
the Weldborough pub for a quick pit stop on the way through!).

Day 3   After a great local fish meal the night before in St Helens, we all headed south towards Hobart via Bicheno,
Swansea and Orford on to some of the best scenic coastal roads around! After arriving in Hobart, everyone made their
way to accommodation for a 2-day stop-over.

Day 4   Some people decided not to ride that day, as it was a short loop around the Channel area. As rain was falling
for most of the day, a lot of us decided to take the time to do some TLC to our bikes.

Day 5   A rest day for everyone, but as the weather was fine, I decided to have a ride around the city and suburbs and
even headed out to Baskerville raceway where I had spent my early years in race cars. I just went for a look - and was
pleased I did, as they had a motorbike test day going on and it was nice to wander around the pits and look at  the
bikes. That evening, we had the main rally dinner at the Royal Yacht Club of Tasmania during which Jim Scaysbrook
spoke about his early life in motorcycling - very interesting!!

March 2020 was a busy month for me, after 
travelling to Tasmania on the 9th March to ride in 
the 2020 "Tour of Tasmania" - an event held very 
3 years for only 100 pre-1970 motorbikes.

The British motorcycle club of Tasmania run the 
event, headed by Casey Overeem and his crew, 
and after doing to rally in 2017, I was keen to get 
back and do it all again!

Entries went out early in 2019 with all entries 
subscribed within the first day of going on line ! 
Including entries from the UK, New Zealand and 
evening Switzerland and also the editor of “Old 
Bike   Australasia” Jim Scaysbrook joined us. The 
rally runs for 10 days and starts in Ulverstone, 
mid-north Tassie.

Day 6   Hobart to Tarraleah via Hamilton for a lunch stop. What a great ride that was! This time of year the roads are 
quiet, so you can really enjoy them to their fullest, as a number of ride riders did. Once at Tarraleah, an ex-Hydro town 
now totally focused on tourism and accommodation, we all settled in for a great dinner put on by the club - a great 
place to stay!

Day 7   Another fantastic day's ride to Strahan via Queenstown. This day would be right up there for me, as my bike 
(Triumph T150 triple) absolutely loved the day's roads and conditions. To make it even more fun, the roads were again 
nearly empty! A mid-way stop at Derwent Bridge for some fuel and to visit The Wall, a hand-carved wall depicting early 
Tasmania - a great attraction, not to be missed. From there into Queenstown is a ride to get the heart racing, then 
riding again via Queenstown into Strahan keeps you on your toes!

Day 8   Strahan was a rest day to either go on the Gordon River cruise, the Wilderness Railway, do a short ride to Lake 
Plimsoll, or just have a day off (I did the Wilderness Railway and thoroughly enjoyed it!). In the evening we had a great 
BBQ with salmon being supplied by Peter Bender, who owns the Huon Aquaculture facility in southern Tassie (and also 
supplied many bikes from his collection for the event).
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Day 9 was the ride from Strahan to Stanley in the north- 
west of the state - another great ride, even though we did 
have sprinkling rain most of the way.

Day 10 was the last day's ride from Stanley, back to 
Ulverstone, pausing along the way at scenic stops. That 
evening we had the final dinner, held at the Ulverstone 
Rowing Club, where we'd been advised that “social 
distancing” had to be enforced. We all had a great night, 
even so.

The next day it was all over, and time to head back home 
on the last boat out of Tasmania before they closed their 
borders! This event would have to be one of the great 
rallies on the planet and one not to be missed! The rally 
organisers have decided to bring the next rally forward by 
one year. As the response from entrants was so great, they 
decided to make the next event in 2022 - an event I 
definitely will be in. 

Regards, Steve Cramp 
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All enquiries to Sharon Rudler (shaz.muzza@westnet.com.au) 
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 THE GREAT RACE

McLaren Vale isn’t just a great place to live but 
also a fantastic area in which  to own and ride 
motorcycles. There are quite literally hundreds 
of classic and vintage motorcycles owned and 
ridden in the Southern Vales. Most weekends 
the cafes and twisty roads see local riders and 
visitors enjoying our area.

Our group of V&V members are all reasonably 

active riders – from those who ride their 

classics daily to the rest of us who enjoy our 

weekly 200km Sunday breakfast run and 

restoration activities in our sheds. The 

necessity of COVID-19 isolation impacted our 

motorcycling, but most of us agreed we had to 

find an answer.

Some months prior to the COVID restrictions 

we had purchased three CZ 175 motorcycles of 

1973. Two trail models (Type 482) and one 

“Sports” model (Type 477). I'd just completed 
a full restoration of a 477 and, surprisingly, 

been more than impressed, not just by the 
engineering, but also by the power. After 
having ridden many 175 Bantams of a similar 

era it was quite a contrast!

classics still available at inexpensive 

prices and have plentiful parts supply.

Tony Morisset 
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For those of you who may be interested in reading about my 
restoration, just Google -“CZ 175 Sport Restoration” 
http://www.mistgreen.com/cz175sport/ 

We picked up the bikes in the week before Christmas and 
driving back home along South Road we were involved in a 
chain collision. Our car was written off, Mick’s trailer bent 
and the car that hit the trailer was also written off! Luckily, 
we were unscathed and, importantly, the bikes didn’t even 
suffer a scratch! An ominous start, nevertheless.

When COVID restrictions were announced it seemed obvious 
what we had to do. Simultaneously restore the three bikes. 
So Mick Clarke, Les Carter and I set about planning the 
exercise. Suddenly Gumtree provided and Fil Scarpantoni 
was in with a 1973 CZ 175 Trail. Four bikes to restore.

Communication was important so we set up a WhatsApp 
group and invited other friends who might be interested. 
We communicated through WhatsApp by text and video and 
brought each of our restorations to our friends. The platform 
gave us the ability to collaborate on problems and post 
solutions before others ran into them.

As we are now coming out of the restrictions the bikes are 
well into their restoration. Les Carter is certainly leading the 
race and all bikes have the black components powder-coated 
and are waiting for chrome. Our bottleneck is spare parts. 
Normally a 14-day service from Czechoslovakia, they're six 
weeks away due to backlogs overseas and in Australia.

Expect to see these bikes on club runs soon – if you don’t 
see them you’ll certainly smell the two-stroke!

Anyone interested in CZ or Jawa bikes feel free to drop me 
an email. Unlike Japanese classics, they're still available at 
inexpensive prices and have plentiful parts supply.

http://www.mistgreen.com/cz175sport/
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The first post-pandemic Ariel ride through the hills Sunday 17th May.
A small group who enjoyed the perfect weather.  Dave and friends

Paul and Ian "The Southern  Boys": Fil, Tony, Mick, Les and Mark

Jim and a new  
acquisition

Ross and Alison Mike, Jane and  Gary

Harry Richards

Our Members !




