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2018 MRS’s toy run display Coffee at the Par3 Golf course 

cafe 

  May 2020   Number 610 

Cancellation.
The VVMCCSA committee has decided that all club General Meetings, Committee Meetings, coffee    

mornings, club rides and any other social gathering of members have been cancelled until further notice. 

Log book endorsement information is on page 3.

Members, please ensure that the VVMCCSA has your current email address so we can contact you with 
any changes to the club’s plans.  

Any inquiries please send an email to secretary@vvmccsa.org.au 

Regards, Brian Forth Rob Elliott 

 President Secretary. 

Veteran and Vintage run to Pancake Kitchen on 23/1/1983. 
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 THE VETERAN & VINTAGE MOTORCYCLE CLUB OF SOUTH AUSTRALIA INCORPORATED. 

The Club was formed in 1956, the first of its kind in Australia, with the object of Preserving, Restoring and using Veteran, Vintage 
and Post Vintage Motorcycles. 

Membership is open to all and owning a suitable machine is not a pre-requisite. 

Machines must be at least 30 years old in the current year to be eligible for Club Events 

The Club has a strong family orientation and features many social activities as well as Runs and technical help. 

The Club meets on the second Tuesday of each month in the Payneham RSL Club, 360 Payneham Road, Payneham  
commencing at 8.00 p.m. 

Annual Fees are due by the 30th June each year. A joining fee of $15.00 is applicable to new members. 

The Annual Subscription is $40.00 to all members city and country. 

If you require magazine to be posted to you, an additional $25.00 is required (postage to Country members is free). 
Email option of Smoke Signal is available – contact the editor. 

Club Web Page - www.vvmccsa.org.au email secretary@vvmccsa.org.au 

Life Members - This in an honour of prestige, awarded to members for meritorious service to the club of ten or more years. 

WALLY WOOLLATT † FRANK JARVIS  †      GARNET PONTIFEX †  KEITH HARRIS †   CLEM EVANS † 
ALBY (POP) HILL 1985 †  TOM BENNETT 1999 †  TED WEBSTER 1975 †  LESLIE JONES 1982    RAY MANN  1983    
KEVIN SULLIVAN 1984 DEAN GOVAN  1986   PETER GRACE 1987 ROBERT HILL  1989   DAVID RADLOFF 1990 
JEFF SCHAEFER 1992  LAURIE LEIBHARDT 1994 †  GARY JOLLY 1997    COLIN PAULEY 2005  IAN BALDOCK 2009 
RON TRUSCOTT 2010 † ROB SMYTH 2011  BOB GILL 2012 NEIL CAUST 2013  PAUL KNAPP 2014 † 
BOB TILBROOK 2018.   BRIAN FORTH 2019. 

2019—2020 Committee. 
PRESIDENT.    0409 514 213  forthy@picknowl.com.au 
VICE PRESIDENT. 0419 801 487 
SECRETARY  0415 697 162 secretary@vvmccsa.org.au 
TREASURER.  0402 082 509 
CLUB CAPTAIN. 0409 083 436 
LIBRARIAN.  0417 565 882 
RECORDS OFFICE. 0421 636 338 
COMMITTEE. 0419 817 745 

0421 636 338 
0404 934 246 
0428 112 259 
0411 544 353 

Brian Forth   
Bob Gill 
Rob Elliott  
Terry Rowe  
Ian Hese 
John Deacon 
Wayne Lawson 
Daryl Rosser  
Wayne Lawson 
Greg Paterson  
Lyndon Rogers 
Bill Lorimer  
Spare. 

Club Regalia Officer. Greg Patterson  83630495 
Magazine Editor & Publicity.     Brian Forth, 19 Condada Drive, Banksia Park 5091 secretary@vvmccsa.org.au 
Printer.  Trevor Cooke C/ MTA; 0400 447 952 
Smoke signal distributors.     Brian Forth and Bill Lorimer.

Approved Persons– East  1. Brett Mitchell (East) 0438379788 secretary@vvmccsa.org.au

  South  2. Phil Jenner (South)  0407397445  
  West   3. Ian Rounsevell (West) 0412 708410 
  North East 4.  Paul Carroll (North East) 0437 771 821 
  South 5. Jane Clarke. (South) 0409239076  

Swap Meet committee– Bill Lorimer, Brenton Roy, Ian Rounsevell,  and  Dimitri Economos. 
, . 

http://www.vvmccsa.org.au/
mailto:secretary@vvmccsa.org.au
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Presidents report.

For your information regarding the payment of subscriptions and logbooks. 

Membership payment for 2020-2021 is due by 30 June in order for your vehicles to be valid for Historic 

Registration. 

DIRECT BANK DEPOSIT is the preferred method of payment under present circumstances. 

Club Bank Details are: BSB (Westpac) 735 006. Account number 071368.

This can be done either in person at a bank branch or via the Internet, or you can also post a cheque or 

money order to: V&VMCCSA. PO Box 1006, Elizabeth Vale, 5112.South Australia.

Membership for city and country members $40.00. 

Postage of magazine is additional $25.00 for city members only, (country free), Email of magazine is 

FREE. 

When you have paid your subscription, it is mandatory that you contact us by phone or email to let us 

know the following: 

1/ Your name and Your membership number (if renewing membership). 

2/ How much you’ve paid (whether for just subs or subs plus magazine postage). 

3/ A copy of the payment receipt (if you’ve received one). 

4/ Current address and contact details (so we can keep our records up to date). 
Phone (or text) Brian Forth on 0409 514 213 or email secretary@vvmccsa.org.au

You must do this so our membership records are up to date for legal reasons (Historic Registration) and 

also in preparation for logbook renewal, and so we know who to post a Smoke Signal. 
Rob Elliott, Secretary. 

Annual Logbook Days. 
Members, the old Irish blessing “May you live in interesting times” appears to have been visited upon us 

and has had a resultant effect on our meetings and ride days. It will also impact on the renewal of your 

Conditional Registration Logbooks. 

There will only be one method of Logbook renewal this year due to the restrictions caused COVID-19.

Members must submit their logbooks via post to the Secretary for signing by an Approved Per-

son and subsequent return.

Please post to: The Secretary VVMCCSA. PO Box 1006, Elizabeth Vale, 5112. South Australia.

NOTE: you must be a current member when submitting your log books. 

This means renewing your membership as per instructions above. 

Logbook Days have been cancelled.

MAILING LOGBOOKS. 

When you post your logbooks you must include a self-addressed and stamped envelope for the return of 

them. Please be aware that there may be a delay of a few weeks before we return your books and if you 

need to ride your bike early in the financial year – POST EARLY. 

Alternatively, if you own a number of bikes you may consider retaining one or two logbooks to 

continue riding until your first batch of books has been returned. 

Brett Mitchell. Approved Person for the Conditional Registration Scheme. 

Members direct debit to VVMCCSA subs 

WestPac Bank  BSB 735 006

Account number  071368

Subscription city & country —$40.00. 

Postage of magazine extra—  $25.00. 

State your Name and membership Number 

***Mention subscriptions when paying. 

Email when paid secretary@vvmccsa.org.au 

Member I wish to advise of the passing of VVMCC Club Member Bill Blake. Bill was not a regular attendee at Club meetings  of 
late, I’m guessing for health reasons but Bill was the owner of a well-kept mid ‘50s single Matchless.  
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2020 V&VMCCSA Swapmeet. 

The Committee would like to convey some important information to you regarding the 2020 Swapmeet:

1. At this stage we’re still planning for it to proceed, assuming that the COVID-19 restrictions imposed by the 
Government will be relaxed by October, as predicted.

2. The date of the Swapmeet will remain as the Sunday of the October long-weekend, that is Sunday the 4th of 

October.

a. While there is some argument to be made that the long weekend date reduces attendance numbers, 
because people have gone away with their families, the long weekend is chosen  to allow interstate 

traders and sellers in general to attend (hopefully increasing the number of public attending).

3. It is acknowledged that numbers have decreased over the years, this is partly due to the prevalence of 
internet sales in recent years, but also due to lack of advertising by the club.

4. The lack of advertising will be resolved this year in two ways:

a. The club itself will be more proactive and start advertising early in other club newsletters, Just Bikes, 
Old Bike Australasia and on the Internet via such mechanisms as Facebook and special interest sites.

b. Our club is a core participant in the Festival of Motorcycling (FOMC) to be held in the

week of the 3rd to 11th of October this year:

i. The FOMC will be advertising all the events heavily, including our club Swapmeet, over the next 6 
months in the print media, Internet (such as Facebook), radio and via flyers in motorcycle dealers.

ii. One of the FOMC events is a planned ride to the Balhannah Swapmeet and display (led by the 
BSA Owners Club).

iii. Promotional material for the FOMC has already begun to be created.

5. The location of the Swapmeet will remain at Balhannah:

a. By maintaining independence from other organisations, the club keeps the proceeds from the event, 
this forms an important part of the club’s income for the year.

b. The club has a sense of “ownership” in the Balhannah Swapmeet and wants it to continue into the 
future.

Thank you in advance for your support for this event, October will come around quickly enough! We need gate 

keepers and other helpers, so please volunteer to help.  

Contact Bill Lorimer or Ian Rounsevell from the Swapmeet Sub-Committee if you can contribute to our club. 

Rob Elliott 

Secretary 

********************************************** 

New Imperial—Blue Prince. 

Can anyone recognise this bike or put me in touch with the owner? I believe it is located in  South Australia 

somewhere. I have no interest in buying the bike and all information I receive would be treated in strict confi-

dence including the name of the owner. In return I could supply a heap of information about the bike and pos-

sibly help with locating parts if a restoration is contemplated.

I am Chas Lipscombe from Victoria, the author of the book New Imperial Motorcycles and several other book-

lets about these bikes. I am the New Imperial Owners Association (NIOA) official historian and the VMCC (UK) 

marque specialist on New Imperials (and I make bits that are advertised in this magazine!).

The reason for my request is that it is a New Imperial Blue Prince model and I am trying to write a definitive 

booklet on the Blue Prince model for the New Imperial Owners Association. These bikes were made from 1930 

to 1935  and because they were depression-era bikes little was ever published about them ( spares lists, de-

tails of changes etc).The bike in the picture is potentially a great source of information about the small details 

of these bikes. 

Obviously I would be interested to hear from anyone else who has a Blue Prince or parts thereof! 

I can be contacted on (03) 57 261 308 or by email at chas@iprimus.com.au 

Best wishes, Chas Lipscombe 

mailto:chas@iprimus.com.au
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Secretary’s Report May 2020 

It might surprise everyone to know that the committee has been flat out during this “shut down” period of 

social distancing. Proposals and voting have been carried out by email and phone despite the lack of “in   

person” meetings. Decisions are still being made and plans implemented. 

The committee and “approved persons” (read “logbook and historic rego guys”) have been grappling with   

issues such as how to keep people financially current and legal on the road. You can see evidence of this in 

the new instructions for membership renewal and logbooks printed in this issue and the last one. 

The planning for the Swapmeet is continuing as is the planning for the Festival of Motorcycling still scheduled 

for October this year.  With the war seeming to be won soon against COVID-19 (at least in South Australia), 

we can all hope to be on the road and riding again in the latter part of the year. 

The location of the Club Post Office Box has been debated and the long-term plan is to shift it to a more   
central and easily accessible location. The PO Box at Elizabeth Vale will be kept going until it expires in 

February of 2021, so as not to cause mayhem during this period of social confusion.  As soon as practicable 

though it will be shifted to Marden PO, just across the road from the Payneham RSL hall. The shift will be 

heavily advertised to members, other clubs and magazines so as to provide for a reasonable transition 

period. 

So what correspondence has been received in the last month: 

. A significant number of logbooks for processing (great stuff folks!) 

. Membership renewals both by post and email. 

. New member queries and an application from Michael Griffin of South Plympton, a positive thing, given the 

  circumstances! 

. One or two magazines from other clubs, primarily announcing their cancelled events: May Oz Beamer;  

  April Bulbhorn; April Throttle Lever; and the April-May Exhaust Notes. 

. Information sought about Blue Prince New Imperial motorcycles and another query about tracking down       
the AJW of someone’s grandfather.  

. A person good at welding frames was also sought. 

Thinking of friends and past members 

Can all members please pass on to me the names of past or present members who are no longer active and 

don’t attend meetings or events anymore? We’d like to keep in touch with them and make sure they’re OK 

and that their circumstances haven’t changed. There are a number of members who’ve contributed a lot to 

the club over the years since it was formed in 1956 and we want to make sure they know that their 

contributions haven’t been forgotten. 

Trophy Night, Life Membership Awards and AGM 

As everyone is aware, the club can’t hold Meetings until Government restrictions have been lifted, so it’s   

unlikely that the above events can be held in the next few months. The Government Department tasked with 

regulating Incorporated Associations such as ours, Consumer and Business Services, have allowed a 6-month 

extension for the holding of AGMs (which are a legal requirement).

Subsequently our AGM will most likely be held in October or November (and be combined with the club   
trophy presentations). The upshot of this is that there will be no election of committee members in July of 
this year. If everyone asks nicely though  the current committee members might be willing to stay on until 
we have a rescheduled AGM.

The Life Membership awards also need to be presented at either the October or November meeting - and of 
course the December meeting is the Christmas show. Stay tuned for future updates.

Rob Elliott 

Secretary and Public Officer 

On 9th October 1990, VVMCCSA had 180 financial members, as of 31st March 2020 we have 303 financial 

members. Number people have joined and left in a short time, others retired or passed on.  
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For Sale. 
Ensign beaded edge tyres; sizes—26 x 2 1/2” @ $240.00; 26 x 3” @ $240.00; and 

28 x 3” @ $240.00 all with tubes; replica Chatter-Lea hubs, spokes and rims; 

Brian Forth 0409 514213; (ongoing)

VVMCCSA club regalia—at meeting see Greg Paterson 0406 807799. (Club site)

1949 BSA B31 racer recently built for sale.Motor,gearbox,forks,magneto and carby all    

reconditioned, with tanks and frame professionally painted. Motor requires running in and goes 

and stops very well. Ideal for Sellicks beach racing etc. price includes parts to revert to road 

use. Price $6500 ono. Kevin Heritage. 0417811291.

Triumph T100 engine for sale, John Booker 0419 849 934 (April20).

BMW K1100 with Sidecar, 1994, low mileage, needs attention, $3,500.00. E/N 114EA02942097. 

Ray MANN 82611617 (May20)

Smiths 0—40mph speedo for cycle moped or high performance Bantam—Stephen Hooper 0417 832443.

Wanted.

Honda CB750 K7 1978 bike, ex-Police bike, need complete exhaust, side cover panels, and any miscella-

neous parts that could be of use. Call Steve Cramp. 0418592888 (Feb19).

Bullock of Adelaide bicycle, Wanted or any Adelaide made bicycle Bullock, Lewis, Ace Elliott etc, call or 

text Dimitri on 0411 575805  (May20).

Small capacity motorcycle with Villier 2 stroke—Excelsior, James etc or a small 4 stoke one 98-197cc 

prefer a runner—Alan Orrock 0403430664 (March20). 

1963-64 Triumph Thunderbird/Tiger 100, half tub skirts. John 0477 879515 (Mar20). 

New Hudson 1930, 350—500 cc wanted parts; Gary Harding. 0448644999 (Mar20). 

1922 Harley Davidson wanted parts for advance/retard rods to control magneto fitted below petrol tank, 

and main shaft for gearbox. Russell Ellis 0418 823733 (Mar20).

Elliott bicycle of 1920;s wanted to display with my 2923 Elliott Payneham motorcycle. 

Brian Forth 0409514213 (May20).

1914 Rover—wanting parts including hubs, wheels & tyres guards. The frame was   

originally set up with Sturmey Archer three speed hub but none of that gear remains 

unfortunately. Simon Agar of Sydney Ph: 0403 250 819 Email-: 

simon@airsprings.com.au ( via Brian Forth) (April20). 

1920’s Harley Davidson W model flat twin parts wanted—Colin B 407070287. (May20). 

Whitworths Marine & Leisure of 85 Vincent Street Port Adelaide 8240-3777 advertise stainless steel var-

ious nuts and bolts suitable to restoration? (April20) 

1928/ 1929 Norton OHC CS1 parts - anything you might have no matter how big or small would be 

appreciated (whether its engine, Sturmey Archer gearbox or cycle parts). 

Vokes tank-top-mounted air filter to suit Army Norton or BSA M20 (they were also fitted to post war 

generators and BSA Bantam farm bikes). 

BSA M20 rear chain guard - no I haven't gone over to the dark side. 

(they look pretty close to Norton CS1 rear chain guards!) 

Phone Rob Elliott on 0415 697 162 or email (May20). 
 robert.g.elliott@gmail.com. 

  Buy, Sell and Swap_______________________ 
Please Note ads will run for two issues unless requested otherwise. If your item is sold before the second 
issue, please advise the Editor. Full name of Seller, Registration Number &/or Engine number MUST be 
provided, otherwise add cannot be printed. Deadline is the one week prior to each General Meeting. 

Members wishing to use the club trailer are to contact me and make arrangements to 

collect. If you volunteer as ‘back-up trailer’ on a club run, call to arrange collection 

along with vests and first aid box. Brian Forth 0409 514213. 

mailto:simon@airsprings.com.au
mailto:robert.g.elliott@gmail.com
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Club Runs & Events. 
All members/visitors participating in Club Runs MUST lodge a Rally Entry Form with the Club 

Captain before the event.  This ensures that you are covered for Third Party Property and Public Risk 

from home, on the Run and return to home. This is a Club requirement. Do not forget to fill out your 

Historic Registration Logbook before leaving home and always carry that logbook every time 

you go riding. This is a legal requirement. Enquiries to Club Captain—Ian HESE 0409 083436  

May 2020. 

2nd Coffee morning—CANCELLED. Hindmarsh opposite Entertainment Centre 9:15 am. 

7th Midweek ride—CANCELLED. Tea Tree Gully Hotel leaving 10.00am. 

12th General Meeting 762, CANCELLED. 8.00pm at Payneham RSL club rooms. 

16th 17th Club Ride— CANCELLED. 2 day ride along River Murray to Morgan. 

26th Tuesday—Committee meeting CANCELLED. 7.30pm Goodwood community centre. 

June 

4th Midweek ride—CANCELLED. Tea Tree Gully Hotel leaving 10.00am. 

6th Coffee morning—CANCELLED. Hindmarsh opposite Entertainment Centre 9:15 am. 

9th General Meeting 763, CANCELLED. 8.00pm at Payneham RSL club rooms. 

21st Club Ride—CANCELLED. To be advised. 

30th Tuesday—Committee meeting CANCELLED. 7.30pm Goodwood community centre.

July 

2nd Midweek ride—CANCELLED. Tea Tree Gully Hotel leaving 10.00am. 

4th Coffee morning— CANCELLED. Hindmarsh opposite Entertainment Centre 9:15 am. 

14th Annual General meeting & General Meeting 764, CANCELLED. 8.00pm at Payneham RSL. 

19th Club Ride— CANCELLED. To be advised.  

28th Tuesday—Committee meeting CANCELLED. 7.30pm Goodwood community centre. 

August. 

1st Coffee morning—CANCELLED.  Hindmarsh opposite Entertainment Centre 9:15 am. 

6th Midweek ride—CANCELLED. 

11th General Meeting 765, CANCELLED. 8.00pm at Payneham RSL club rooms. 

23rd Club Ride— .CANCELLED.  

28th Tuesday—Committee meeting CANCELLED. 7.30pm Goodwood community centre 

** denotes club points on runs & ride events**

Historic Registration. Please ensure you contact approved members below for any historic 

vehicle registration enquiries and log book endorsements.   

Enquiries to— Brett Mitchell—(East) 0438 379788.  Phil Jenner—(South) 0407 397445.  

Ian Rounsevell—(West) 0412 708410.  Jane Clarke. (South) 0409 239076 

Paul Carroll (North East) 0437 771821  

SWAP MEETS - Any new dates or swap meets please advise editor, 

HAHNDORF-  ??  January 2021 VICTOR HARBOR ? February 2021 

 BALLARAT –TBA February 2020 

All swap meets are CANCELLED until further notice.
SA Rod & Custom—Kilburn ? March 2020  CLARE–  ?? March 2020 

 WOODSIDE – ?? March 2020 NARACOORTE    ?? 2-3rd May 2020 

 SEDAN –   ?? June 2020  KAPUNDA-  24th May 2020 

 WILLUNGA –  16th August 2020 GAWLER -   ?? September 2020  

VVMCC MOTORCYCLE ONLY   4th Oct 2020 STRATHALBYN –  ??? Oct 2020  

 BENDIGO –  16 –17 Nov 2020 GAWLER Motorcycle expo - ?? Nov 2020 

SA swap meet site—https://www.weekendnotes.com/sa-swap-meets/

Back-up trailer is required every run—Every ride has to be covered, please contact Ian HESE to 

nominate.   Reimbursement of $60 for petrol money. 

https://www.weekendnotes.com/sa-swap-meets/
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1962 RALLIES. The Motorcycle Club of SA organised a Beaches rally and donated trophies for various   

categories within the event.  It started from the Australian Workers Union building in Flinders Street, no 

doubt organised by Wal.J. Murphy, who was Secretary of the AWU, and also of the MCCSA.  The rally was 

held on February 10, a month before the last Golden Fleece sponsored rally to the Barossa.  Wal Murphy was 

also one of the several Members of the MCCSA who established the Veteran Car Club of SA in 1933, and for 

a period veteran and vintage cars and motorcycles joined annually for the Advertiser- sponsored rally.  They 

came to an end after one of the clubs involved uninvited the others in 1957. 

Golden Fleece did much to promote veteran car events, supplying free petrol and printing etc.  The event run 

on 28/29 April attracted the usual entrants, which included the 1902 Locomobile steam car (5). Gordon 

Haverland ran an engineering business, and acquired the Locomobile from Norm Preston’s Geelong wrecking 

yard in about 1955.  The car was complete and looked as though it would run, but serious boiler work was 

necessary.  The driver sits on top of the boiler, and while driving Gordon was heard to hum ‘Closer My God to 

Thee’.  He sold the car to Harold Clisby, a steam enthusiast, who was accustomed to propinquity with his 

Maker.  Harold also ran the model steam train around the Birdwood grounds, before OH&S rules banned it.  

Another regular entrant was the Pope Tribune, (7) which ran in the VCCSA 1934 rally, now owned by Peter 

Allen, seen here frightening his passenger at Strathalbyn. Don’t know who she was, but hasn’t been seen 

since.  The Pope was found by H E McArthur, whose wrecking yard was on the north end of West Terrace.  

The 1912 Vauxhall (60) now owned by Charlie Tuckey was present, with Eric Rainsford at the wheel.   

He bought it from Maurice Read of Bute, who drove it ‘as found’ in several events. 

This was the first Barossa rally for the 1903 Wolseley, (6) restored by Reg. Jamieson, Bob Howie and John 

Mc Neil.  It was found in a quarry near Edithburgh, where it had been hauling material.  The car is with 

John’s son Gavin, sometimes driven by his son Nick.  Yellow and black were factory livery.  By now, Gordon 

Haverland had a Napier,(72)  bought from Ossie Graham of Port Noarlunga in 1955. He sold it to Cyril Hutch-

ens, and then bought it back, which says something for Napiers, even if the motors do crank anti-clockwise. 

The George Brooks Daimler (51) was one of the most consistent runners, and stood head and shoulders 

above all others, in both respects.  It was bought from a wrecking yard on the southern end of West Terrace 

called Waverley Salvage, for £25 on 19 July 1945, the unavailability of tyres which were over 1 metre in   

diameter being the showstopper.  Dodge 25” rims were substituted and it ran with those until it was   

bequeathed to the National Motor Museum.  It is a 6.3 litre sleeve valve motor, and having driven it, I can 

vouch for the 38hp.  The landaulet  body was one of two built by Vivian Lewis, the other after being driven in 

the 1934 rally, was wrecked, as they thought there would be no more rallies.  They were nearly right.  There 

were not enough to run one in 1937 and Wal. Murphy placed an ad in the press looking for more old cars, 

which resulted in 13 entries for 1939 which hadn’t been seen before.  Without his intervention there may 

have been no more.

Motorcyclists saved the day. Here is the De Dion of Jim Gosse (22) being led from Torrens Parade Ground by 

Bob Green on his 1910 FN, and Harold Clisby’s 1902 Crestmobile (3) being led by Harold Rosenhain’s 1905 

Lewis, ridden by Bob Chapman, in 1957. 

We can only wonder what the future would have been if rallies for veteran and vintage cars and motorcycles 

had continued.  Vintage cars from the Vintage Sports Car Club joined the veterans in 1954, and several of 

them owned veteran and vintage motorcycles, including Harold Rosenhain, Murray Mitchell, Tony Lower and 

Jim Thurmer.  Just a few months after the 1956 car rally they got together and formed the Veteran and   

Vintage Motorcycle Club, which in 1957 joined the cars, and so it was for several years. We had to wait until 

the Bay to Birdwood run in 1980 to again see what could have been a regular combined event.

Regards, Terry Parker 

Frank Franklin
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Frank Franklin—Humber 
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Brian, I can not pick the location either an anniversary rally or   

interstate. from left red jacket Colin Pauley? tall Bloke Bruce Farley 

of Sheparton, brown jacket Trevor Verrall bike is Charlie Tuckey’s 

Pope with Charlie in white jacket , me trying to start 1917 Indian, 

in   background is Bob Jones with Ruth Liebhardt, then Audrey and 

alongside Peter Grace starting their New Imperial outfit, it was a 

along time ago  cheers Dean Govan 

Who are we? 

mailto:steve.truscott@paradisemotors.com.au
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From Brian Bennet a club member who is rebuilding 

this Triumph motorcycle. SA plate 14972 was    

issued to P J Thomas, Mt Bryan in Nov 1919 for a 3 

½ hp Triumph.  

Any information of the Triumph or of the owner 

would be appreciated. 

Clare Motor cycle riders at Fisherman Bay South Australia. [B 40885] • Photograph State library 

The Toop family holiday roadside halt between Pt Pirie and Port Broughton on the way to    

Adelaide from Orroroo. Vehicles 1910 Humber, Harley Davidson motor bike, 'Jap' bike with cane 

side-car. 1919 SLS.            Reference—unknown. 
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The Swastika Motorcycle – part 1 

By Rob Elliott (note: a cut down version of my article was published in OBA no.46) 

In June of 1915, no doubt spurred on by the propaganda of the time, 23-year-old James Wells enlisted 

in the Australian Imperial Forces to fight half a world away in the 10th Battalion. Possibly his motorcycle 

business wasn’t going so well due to the sheer number of young men leaving to fight in the Great War, I 

doubt if we’ll ever know the actual reasons. James was a motor mechanic and part of the fledgling Australi-

an motorcycle industry, for the most part assembling motorcycles using frame parts and engines bought in. 

His motorcycle business was the Magill Road Motor Works, later named The Swastika Motor Works, and his 

product the Swastika motorcycle. These Swastika motorcycles were fixed drive, JAP engine motorcycles, 

with MKI Druid forks - none of which seem to have survived unfortunately. 

Just prior to being shipped out, James sold his business to Louis (Lou) Archibald Borgelt, a 22 year old 

motor mechanic. Lou had been working at the Wyatt Emporium, owned by Mr Alf Garrood, Adelaide’s 

Norton agent. 

Lou soon put up his sign for “L.A. Borgelt Motor and Cycle builder”, but retained the name Swastika 

for his motorcycles. 

Lou started off by building his own motorcycles, much as I imagined James Wells did. These were 

built in the workshop at the back of his shop on Magill Road. This quote from Lou at the time of the 

60th anniversary of his buying the business from James Wells. 
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"In 1915 when business was bad generally,II left the Wyatt Motoria. My wage was22.15.0 a week (by 
law). II bought a 4 gallon tin of petrol from Mr. Garrood and a quantity of cycle and motorcycle components 
from J.N. Taylor andCCo. and set off and started business at 141 Magill Road Maylands. This shop had previ-
ously been a cycle and motorcycle business, of whichII bought the workshop plant. II was 22 years of age 
then. II later purchased the property. II soon gained customers, II did the work personally. People whose 
work II did when employed came to me as regular customers.” Despite war materials shortages, JAP engines 

were still being imported into Australia during the war. There is a common myth that all British production 

was dedicated to the war effort, but records show this was clearly not the case. 

A photo of James appeared in the South Australian Motor in December 1916 (after his return to 

Australia), seated in a wicker sidecar and labelled “ Mr. L.S. Eglinton, on his 3 ½ Kent, and Mr J 

Wells (a returned soldier) as passenger”. The occasion was a “Reliability, Non-Stop and Speed 

Judgement Event” through the Adelaide Hills and Mr’s Eglinton and Wells came first place in the 

“Passenger Machines” class. Archival Army records show that James was discharged due to 

“debility”, his medical records indicate that he had trouble with breathing and could not carry a 

pack for any length of time. He was discharged in 1916, only a year after enlisting, and sent back 

to Australia.

Tragically it seems that his life was destined to be short, despite having survived the war. A letter to the 

Government from his sister Agnes in 1924 indicates that he died on “his way out to Australia”, possibly re-

turning from a trip to England. 

It appears that sometime after 1918 / 1919 Lou decided to contract Healing in Melbourne to manufacture JAP 

engined motorcycles branded Swastika and it was on one of 

these Healing built bikes that Lou won a number of  

motorcycle events including the famous Sellicks Beach  

races. 

At this point in time the Swastika name and symbol, were 

not synonymous with the Nazi movement but were associat-

ed with luck or good fortune. The word swastika came from 
the Sanskrit word “svastika”, meaning any lucky or auspicious 

object.  
To be continued… 
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What is the Festival of Motorcycling 2020? 

The Festival of Motorcycling is a joint effort, with several of 

Adelaide’s motorcycle clubs, to showcase all aspects of motor-

cycling and the two wheeled experience, with each other and the general public. The idea is to incorporate 

rally activities of participating clubs over the course of a week. Individual clubs will stage a rally that will be 

promoted through a central organising committee.

The event will be in joint cooperation with local motorcycle clubs, whose logos appear at the to of this page. 

When will the Festival be held? The Festival is be held in 2020 between the dates October 4th – 11th in 

and around Adelaide, South Australia.   

Program of Events.    

Saturday 3rd Oct – Meet and Greet at the Semaphore Carousel, Esplanade, Semaphore starting at 

7:30pm. Food and drinks will be available. Guest speaker – A. N. Other.    

Sunday 4th Oct – Grand Swap Meet at the Balhannah Oval, Balhannah, in the Adelaide Hills, organised by 

the Vintage & Veteran MCC SA. Starts at about 7am and ends around midday. There will be a ride to the 

oval organised by the BSA Owners Club starting at Beaumont Rd, Adelaide, off Greenhill Rd – meet at 

8:30am. Click here for details.    

Monday 5th Oct – For vintage, veteran, small bikes and scooters rally at Mannum next to the magnificent 

River Murray approx 80 kms from Adelaide, depending which route you take. All bikes welcome and a back-

up trailer will be on hand. Two rides will be held: A short run of 80 kms. A longer run of 100 kms.    

Meet at the car park next to the Mannum Ferry at 9:00am, where there will also be a display of vintage & 

veteran bikes. Refreshments will be available. This event organised by the Vintage & Veteran MCC SA. 

Tuesday 6th Oct – Norton Motorcycle Club of SA ride in the Adelaide Hills. Meet 9:30 for a 10am start at 

Hawthorn Crescent, Hazelwood Park. Stop at the Amberlight Cafe, Lobethal, a regular motorcyclist’s mecca 

in the Hills, then onto Birdwood and a visit to the National Motor Museum. This ride is NOT restricted to just 

Norton bikes, ALL makes and years of bikes are welcome. Click here for details.    

Wednesday 7th Oct – Classic Owners MCC SA ride to the Barossa Valley. Ride through the scenic vine-

yards of the Barossa Valley. Meet at 8:30 for a 9am start at The Tea Tree Gully Hotel car park near the cor-

ner of Haines Rd & North East Rd. Lunch at Lyndoch in the Barossa Valley. ALL makes and years of bikes 

are welcome.   

Thursday 8th Oct – BSA Owners Club of SA organised rides in the Southern Vales. Meet at 9:00 for a 

9:15am start at the Holdfast Model Aero Club, cnr Majors Rd & Lonsdale Hwy, Trott Park.  Morning tea 

available at the Inman Valley Hall and lunch at the Goolwa RSL/Lions. A small bike run will be run simulta-

neously intersecting with the main ride. ALL makes and years of bikes welcome. Click here for details.    

Friday 9th Oct – Ducati Owners Club SA Track Day at Mallala Motorsport Park, Aerodrome Rd, Mallala ap-

prox 55 kms from Adelaide. Come and ride your bike at the track (competitor fee applicable) or just come 

along and watch the action for FREE. Refreshments will be available for competitors. The Triumph Riders 

Club will lead a ride to the track. Click here for details. 

Food and talk at The British Hotel in the evening with IOM TT rider, Davo Johnson. 

Saturday 10th – Sunday 11th Oct – Grand Display involving all participating clubs. 

The Event will be a combined Static Display of Vintage & Historic Motorcycles & an opportunity to rec-

ord an interactive Aural History of Motorcycling in South Australia.The units on display will be representative 

of many Manufacturers from every continent. They will be displayed in Manufacturer groupings covering the 

range from 1900 to 2020, this will allow the representation of the changing appearance of motorcycles in 

light of the contemporary design trends and the technological advances of the day. The range will cover  

solo Motorcycles, Sidecar Outfits, Auto-cycles and Motor Scooters, arranged in a chronological    

sequence to emphasise the evolution of design over time, emphasising both the aesthetic & technological 

changes that took place in each era. 

A feature will be a display of Australian Made Motorcycles manufactured here in South Australia. Ade-

quate space will be given to each unit so these changes can be appreciated from every side. 

We are confident of being able to display in excess of 200 motorcycles, sourced from member’s private col-

lections. Also we will have a Cavalcade of historic machines which heads off each day, travelling from Mundy 

Street to Victoria Rd & Outer Harbour, returning along Lady Gowrie Drive & the Esplanade to Hart Street & 

back to Mundy Street & Hart’s Mill.Event will be conducted as a community fund raiser with proceeds from a 

Gold coin entry donation with part proceeds going to one of the one of the research areas of SAHMRI, as 

nominated by our members. It is our hope that we can conduct this display in conjunction with other Histor-

ic Museums and in this respect will provide a mini bus to travel between Lipson Street and Mundy Street 

each day of the display. We hope this will prove to be a vital element in the ongoing development of the 

Port Historic Precinct.   

Reference—https://classicowners.org/festival-of-motorcycling-2020  

NB– more information available on Classic Owners web site. 

https://vvmccsa.org.au/
https://www.bsasa.org.au/
https://classicowners.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/VV-Swap-Meet-ride-SUNDAY-5th-OCTOBER-2020.pdf
http://www.nmcsa.org/
http://classicowners.org/
https://www.bsasa.org.au/
https://www.docsa.com.au/
https://classicowners.org/festival-of-motorcycling-2020
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Army Norton Vokes Air filters.

In the early years of WW2 the Australian Army 

ordered Nortons for the war effort with Vokes Air 

Filters fitted – a good idea given the service and 

reliability they had to provide for the     Des-

patch Riders that used them.  Most of this con-

tract order of Nortons went to   Singapore after 

they initially landed in Australia, where they met 

the same fate as many Australian   servicemen 

from 8th Division signals, when    Singapore fell 

to the Japanese.   

My WD16H   escaped ending up in the hands of 

the occupiers however as it was sent to Adelaide 

River NT  instead, more on the story of my  

bike in future editions of the Smoke Singal  

you can tell that I’m into serialisation.  

Paradoxically they dropped this air cleaner  

requirement for Nortons that were sent to the 

middle east later in the war. Below are some 

photos of the Vokes air cleaners and their fit-

ment. There were several types supplied during 

the war.   

I’m looking for a tank top mounted one (and its fittings) myself if anyone has one sitting around – they were 

also  fitted to post-war generators and BSA Bantam Ag bikes. Good price paid if you find one and I’m  happy 

to pay for postage given the current situation. 

Regards, Rob Elliott 

Harley 21979 issued R Kaines of 

 Buxton St Nth Adelaide 

S/A 21979 R Kaines was Jack Kaines’ brother, in the same 

house Nth Adelaide.  The other two must be re-issued num-

bers as they are more modern than the bikes they were first 

issued to.  All are SA photos from Jack Kaines’ collection.   

Regards Terry Parker. 
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News 24hr trial check point for V&V. 

Lesley Jones, Mark Hayes, Ken Olsen, 

on the bike are club members the 

The late  

Howard Washington’s 

Matchless.  Chris Magor 

John 

Byles 
Gary Jolly 

Leon 

Mitchell 

Diana and Rob Elliott 

https://www.facebook.com/mark.hayes.9828456?fref=gs&__tn__=%2CdK%2AF-R&eid=ARCxN6NTVdQzqjkZAocQWemUS4rboz6WIIFbolSi-vA6Fb652HnT3TLjSMwGmNr4NpE4unJi2wu0Rzwp&dti=433552260073272&hc_location=group_dialog



